************************************
“Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” John 7:24
************************************

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN PENTECOST
OCTOBER 24, 2021
10:30 AM COMMUNION SERVICE
PASTOR DENISE KELTZ
MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

MISSION STATEMENT
In response to receiving God’s profound love through Christ and being
called to be His people, the people of Good Shepherd Evangelical
Lutheran Church are to be a family of faith, at work in the midst of a
community, which through worship, learning, witness and outreach,
touches both members and non-members with a continuing challenge to
commitment, that brings God into the center of daily life.

Thank you for being with us today in worship. Remember that masks must
be worn at all times in the building.
Please turn off your cell phone or place it on Airplane Mode. We are
streaming the worship service. We ask that your phone not interfere with
the signal we are sending out to the members.
Please put your used Communion sets into the trash container in the
Narthex as you leave. Thanks.
Today’s Reader / Voice of the Congregation is Dan Houck

Please remember the following in your prayers:

)

Bell Ringing – Calling all to worship
Announcements
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PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
P:
C:

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
And put your new spirit within us.

P:
C:

Do not cast us away from your presence,
Nor take your Holy Spirit from us.

P:
C:

Restore to us the joy of your salvation,
And sustain in us a willing spirit.

CONFESSION
P:
P:
C:

We confess our sins before God and one another.
Time for Silence
Longsuffering God,
forgive us for continually missing the mark. We look for you in
beauty, grandeur, and bluster, but miss the humble, quiet
ways you choose to make yourself known. We strive for
status and success, and fail to see how you might use us in
our failure and weakness. We wish to be popular, forgetting
that you have called us to love the unlovable and make our
home as you have—with the forgotten, the despised, the
voiceless. Forgive us and restore us again to your grace. Amen.

FORGIVENESS
P:

C:

The Lord is quick to forgive and eager to grant second chances. Take
comfort that God is merciful, and never failing in compassion.
You are forgiven. Proclaim it, rejoice in it, and live it, for the
sake of Jesus our Savior.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

God of the Prophets

Used by permission from Hymnary, public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
C:

Accepting God,
You have chosen the least likely for your special purposes. Show
us how you work in unexpected ways to carry out your will
for the world that you have made. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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The Scripture Reading is 1 Samuel 16: 1-13
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out;
I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a
king among his sons.”
2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And
the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to
the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall
do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did
what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said,
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and
invited them to the sacrifice.
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord
chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.”
11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.”
12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes,
and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”
13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
R:
C:

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God.
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

O God, My Faithful God

APOSTLES’ CREED
P:

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P:

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence

P:

C:
P:

C:

You look beyond outward appearance, O Lord, and see into our
very hearts. Move us in the same way to push ourselves
past what the surface reveals and probe the depths of
ourselves and those around us, that we might bring an
authentic witness to your unconditional love. God of
wisdom,
Hear our prayer.
The illusion of beauty fades, O Lord, as quickly as a fragile
blossom wilts upon the vine. Connect us with those things
which will sustain over the long haul, rather than those
which bedazzle us for a while and then dry up. God of
wisdom,
Hear our prayer.
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P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:

Strengthen loving relationships between people, and show us by
example how to truly respect and cherish one another. Where
distrust twists our thinking, give your people an open heart
and mind to accept illumination. Give strength to those who
daily minister to their community as we ask your blessing on
the work of the West Berks Mission District. We pray for Zion
Lutheran Church in Womelsdorf and Pastor June Bair. God of
wisdom,
Hear our prayer.
Bless those who have chosen life without a partner, and those who
desire a relationship but do not currently have one. Give peace
and contentment to those who live alone, hope and fulfillment
in their love of you, and joy and companionship in their relations
with others. Bring us to a fuller sense of compassion for those
around us, the kind that supersedes jealousy, insecurity, and
bitterness. God of wisdom,
Hear our prayer.
You have anointed us with your healing balm, and offered us the
blessing of your wholeness. Be with those whose names we
raise to you, either aloud or in our hearts . . . God of wisdom,
Hear our prayer.
Your saints are a continual reminder that the victory does not always
go to the strongest, most popular, or most outwardly beautiful.
With your servants of every age, we are in good company, and
share in your holy fellowship. God of wisdom,
Hear our prayer.
Cleanse our hearts and hear these our prayers, O Lord, offered in
hope for a world that sees as its Creator does—with one allloving gaze and an irrevocable promise of deliverance for all.
We pray in Jesus’ name,
Amen.
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OFFERTORY

Solo - Arise, My Soul, Arise Soloist, Russell Lutz

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:
C:

Loving Creator,
We sanctify ourselves and bring these gifts before you. Make of
them a pleasing offering and use the offerings of our lives in
service to all your children, wherever they may be. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
P:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P:

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P:

Let us pray together the prayer that our Savior taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
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hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
P:

P:
C:

In these ordinary elements of bread and wine, you have made
something extraordinary, O Lord. By feeding us with
unremarkable things, you impart the mysteries of your
unfathomable salvation offered freely to all. May we come
to your table with awe, humility, and gratitude for all you
have given us.
For these are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

P:
C:

This is the body of Christ given for you. Take and eat.
Amen.

P:
C:

This is the blood of Christ shed for you. Take and drink.
Amen.

TABLE BLESSING
P:
C:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen
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POST COMMUNION
P:
C:

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.

P:
C:

My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight of every people.

P:
C:

A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P:
C:

Let us pray.
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at
your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love
you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing
spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ
our Lord. Amen

SENDING BLESSING
May the grace of God attend you,
the love of Christ surround you,
and the Holy Spirit keep you,
this day and forever more. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“We Are Called”

Today’s Podcast/Streaming was broadcast under Good
Shepherd’s account with ONE LICENSE, License # 739070-A

Fall Activities

News of the Church

Adults / Youth / Young Adult. Sunday School at 9 AM
Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall studying the book of Hebrews.

NOTE – Children Age 3 to Grade 6
Sunday School at 9:30 AM
Bible stories, games, and songs outside or in case of rain,
inside in the Kids Korner room. Please dress casually.
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Affirmation of Baptism We will celebrate the Confirmation of four Confirmands Morgan
Havens, Alexis Garl, Hayley Moyer, and Dolly Monroe NEXT WEEK on Sunday,
October 31st, - Reformation Sunday.

Confirmation Classes begin Nov 7.
We will be holding Confirmation Classes for 7th and 8th graders
on every other Sunday morning after worship beginning Nov 7.
If you know of any 7th or 8th graders who may want to join us,
please share their names with Pastor Denise.

All Saints Sunday – November 7th
A time of remembrance for those who died in 2021
We will honor them during our morning service.

Thankoffering Boxes
If you have been filling your boxes during the year,
please bring them to the church by Sunday November 14th.
Sandra Oesterling will be collecting the boxes.
Food Pantry

Thursday November 18th

The Muhlenberg Churches collaborative food distribution
ministry is held here at Good Shepherd Lutheran on the 3rd
Thursday of the month. In addition to the food that is received from
Helping Harvest are the dry goods and canned food that are
collected at the local churches and civic organizations. If you would
like to support this collaborative ministry, bring in your donations
and place them on the white stand in the Gathering Area. Thank
you for responding to God’s call to “feed my sheep.”
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ALTAR GUILD

–

See Christine Weaver

They are looking for someone to help one Sunday a month to
assist in getting things ready for the service. This is not a time
consuming task.

Coordinators Needed
We are looking for a volunteer to take over the scheduling of
readers for the Sunday services. Thanks to Kathy Bobeck for her
service in this role.
If you are interested in helping or reading, please contact Betty
Nelson (eeperry1@epix.net) or the church office.

Saint Francis Home
an end of life home located in Shillington, is in need of caregiving
volunteers. The home, established in 2017, provides end of life care
to hospice patients and their families, regardless of their ability to
pay. It is run 24/7 by volunteers under hospice guidance. A medical
background is not required; we will train you. All that is needed is a
caring, compassionate heart and willingness to embark on this sacred
journey. Please call, text or email Terry Leatherman @ 484-646-3016,
or Tleatherman1951@gmail.com. for more information.

Do you shop at Redner’s ?
tapes are still accepted. Please see that Harry gets your tapes.

We Are Hiring - Children's Programs
Looking for “subs” that can fill in for a time as needed. If you or
someone you know is interested please contact Rebecca Watson at
610-926-4201 ext. 212 or beckywatson1997@gmail.com.
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TABS – helping those with Cancer
Don’t forget to save your aluminum tabs. They are greatly
appreciated. We have the container on the Gathering Table
for your donations.

Life Line Screening will be at Good Shepherd
If you are interested in the testing, there are “coupons” on the table
in the Gathering for a discount of $149 that can be used on November 30th.
Please help yourself to one of the discount sheets. All screening is done by
appointment. Call their 800 number to arrange for your time.

GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4201 Stoudt's Ferry Bridge Road
Reading, Pa. 19605
Church Office 610-926-4201
Email: gselc4201@gmail.com
Website: goodshepherdelc.org
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