
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST  
AUGUST 1, 2021 

9:30 AM COMMUNION SERVICE 

PASTOR DENISE KELTZ 

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 In response to receiving God’s profound love through Christ and being  
called to be His people, the people of Good Shepherd Evangelical  
Lutheran Church are to be a family of faith, at work in the midst of a  
community, which through worship, learning, witness and outreach,  
touches both members and non-members with a conInuing challenge to 
commitment, that brings God into the center of daily life.  



Thank you for being with us today in worship. Remember that masks must  

be worn when singing.   

Please turn off your cell phone or place it on Airplane Mode. We are 
streaming the worship service. We ask that your phone not interfere with  

the signal we are sending out to the members. 

Please put your used Communion sets into the trash container in the  
Narthex as you leave. Thanks. 

************************ 

    God’s armor doesn’t look like ours. It is comprised  
  of truth, righteousness, faith, salvaIon, and proclamaIon.  
  It’s not designed to protect against the dangers of combat,  
  but rather the forces that seek to destroy humanity. 

  

Bell Ringing – Calling all to worship 

Announcements 

 Today’s Reader / Voice of the CongregaIon is Rachel Evans 

Flowers at the altar are presented by James Culley in honor of his 
mother. 
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PRELUDE   “Spirit of Gentleness” 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 P: Be strong in the Lord and the strength of God’s power. 
 C: The Spirit will keep us standing firm. 

 P: Pray at all Imes, keep alert, and persevere. 
 C: We will speak boldly the mystery of the Gospel. 

  

 GATHERING HYMN “Praise the Lord! O Heavens” (masks to be worn) 
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 CONFESSION 
 P:   We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Time for Silence 
 P:   Loving God,  
 C:  You have offered us the world and yet we turn to our own  
   distracBons, believing we know beDer. We have not lived  
   as your beloved children, born of one spirit, and belonging  
   to one family. Instead, we cut ourselves off from what is  
   unfamiliar, inBmidaBng, or different. Forgive us for our  
   limited vision. Forgive us for not trusBng in you and your  
   promise to never give up on us. Amen. 

  FORGIVENESS 
 P: We have been adopted into God’s family, an idenIty which cannot  
   be taken from us. God is love, God is paIent, God is merciful.  
   We owe eternal thanks to the lover of our souls for conInually  
   reaching for us and holding us fast in an embrace of forgive- 
   ness, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 P: Let us pray. Mighty God, 
 C: Your weapons are spiritual and your armor is truth. Teach us not  
   to be defensive, but to stand in the strength of your Gospel,  
   the good news of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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 SCRIPTURE READING   
 Reader: the Scripture Reading for today is from Ephesians 6:10-20 

  10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 
  11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand  
   against the wiles of the devil.  

  12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but  
   against the rulers, against the authoriIes, against the cosmic  
   powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces  
   of evil in the heavenly places.  
  13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be  
   able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything,  
   to stand firm.  
  14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist,  
   and put on the breastplate of righteousness.  
  15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to  
   proclaim the gospel of peace.  
  16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be  
   able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  
  17Take the helmet of salvaIon, and the sword of the Spirit, which is  
   the word of God.  
  18Pray in the Spirit at all Imes in every prayer and supplicaIon. To  
   that end keep alert and always persevere in supplicaIon for all 
   the saints.  
  19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to 
   me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  
  20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it  
   boldly, as I must speak. 

 R: Word of God, word of life 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
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 SERMON 
 HYMN OF THE DAY  “Lead On O King Eternal” 

 

  

 PRESENTATION OF THE EUGENE BURKHART SCHOLARSHIP 
Recipient Grant Watson 
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 APOSTLES’ CREED 
P:  Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under PonBus Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrecBon of the body, 
  and the life everlasBng. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 P: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence 
 P:  In a world of uncertainty, our first temptaIon is to defend  
   ourselves, our views, our perceived “home territory.”  
   Show us clearly what it is that truly threatens us—narrow  
   mindedness, selfishness, fear—and equip us to break  
   down the true enemies of our soul. Almighty protector, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 

 P: Show us the places where our shortsightedness causes harm to 
   others, to relaIonships, and to our world. Teach us to stand 
   instead in defense of the helpless, the less fortunate, and  
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   the persecuted. Almighty protector, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 

 P:  As we travel our neighborhoods, our land, and territories beyond,  
   open us to being transformed by the unfamiliar, the uncom- 
   fortable and unwelcome surprises. You have given us all that 
   we need; now help us to grow in faith and courage. ConInue 
   to guide those working in the outreach programs of the West 
   Berks Mission District as they aid those who lack the every- 
   day needs to survive. We ask your blessing on St Luke’s  
   Lutheran Church in Reading and Pastor Bill Fryer. Almighty  
   protector, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 

 P: The wounded are all around us, Lord. VicIms of war, disaster,  
   abuse, and misfortune. Take us beyond pity and into the  
   front lines of healing and reconciliaIon. We offer special  
   prayers for those who are ill in body and mind, as we raise  
   their names to you either aloud or in our hearts ... Almighty  
   protector, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 

 P:  We remember your faithful who have hung up their earthly armor, 
   but now rest in your heavenly arms. Join us in one sacred  
   mission: spreading the good news to all. Almighty protector, 
 C: Hear our prayer. 

 P: You are our protecIon, our comfort, and our strength, O Lord.  
   Keep us, and these prayers, in your safe and sure embrace,  
   for in you alone we put our trust. 
 C: Amen. 

 ORGAN OFFERTORY       “Standing On The Promises” 

 OFFERTORY PRAYER 
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 P: Loving Lord,  
 C: You provide us with everything we need—protecBon, sustaining  
   words, and a community of support. Turn us away from our  
   own concerns and outward to those who need what we have  
   to offer—all the giSs with which you have blessed us. In  
   Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P:  Lin up your hearts. 
C: We liS them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Again, aner supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for  
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray together the prayer that our Lord and Savior taught us. 
  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  
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   thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptaBon,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen 

 P: Prepare now to be fed on the body and blood of our Lord. ForIfy  
   yourselves with the sacrament of salvaIon and renew your  
   strength to conInue the campaign entrusted to us by Jesus,  
   our caretaker, host and guide. Come, eat, and be restored! 
  
 P: For these are the gins of God for the people of God. 

P: This is the body of Christ given for you. Take and eat. 
C:  Amen. 

P: This is the blood of Christ shed for you. Take and drink. 
C: Amen. 

TABLE BLESSING 
P:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  

keep you in his grace. 
C:   Amen 
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POST COMMUNION 
P:   Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 
C:   your word has been fulfilled. 

P:   My own eyes have seen the salvaIon 
C:   which you have prepared in the sight of every people. 

P:   A light to reveal you to the naIons 
C:   and the glory of your people Israel. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 P: Let us pray. 
 C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
   through the healing power of this giS of life. In your mercy,  
   strengthen us through this giS, in faith toward you and in  
   fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ  
   our Lord. Amen 

 SENDING HYMN “Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus” (Rise, masks on) 
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  SENDING BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. 
Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE    “Onward ChrisIan Soldiers” 
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Today’s Podcast/Streaming was broadcast under Good Shepherd’s account  
with ONE LICENSE, License # 739070-A 

News of the Church 

Eugene Burkhart Scholarship  
 Congratulations to Grant Watson, who has been awarded the 
Eugene Burkhart Scholarship. Grant is a recent graduate of 
Muhlenberg High School and plans to attend Penn State Berks 
Campus in the fall to major in sports journalism. One of his fondest 
memories from high school was being part of Muhlenberg’s District 
championship basketball team in his junior year. In addition to his 
studies at Penn State Berks, he plans to continue playing 
basketball to get the inside scoop on collegiate athletics. Grant is 
the younger son of George and Rebecca Watson. 

Save this Date! 
 Combined Service and Picnic at Jim Dietrich Park on Sunday,  
August 15th, 10 AM. This is a special combined celebration of the  
175th Anniversary of the members of the original Hinnershitz Church 
congregations which became Good Shepherd ELC and Good 

 Shepherd UCC. Two guest quartets will sing special hymn selections  
 during the service. 

 PICNIC - Hymn singing is encouraged. No masks required. 
 People will be there to help those who may be hesitant to walk on the  
 uneven surfaces. 

  After service there will be lunch and games, including Bingo. Please  
 bring a prize (no more than $3) to be used for Bingo. This should be a fun  
 day for everyone to celebrate. 

  Lunch will be catered. We ask you to sign-up so we know how much 
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 food to order. Sign-up sheets are in the Gathering Area.  

Singers – Choir – Please stay today for a quick rehearsal after 
service to sing the anniversary hymn. Meet at the organ. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 Sunday August 22nd, Pastor will have a special time in the worship  
service to ask God’s blessing on all those returning to school this Fall. 
Whether you are a student or educator, you may bring your backpacks to 
the altar for a blessing. 

Volunteers for Sunday Worship 
As we expand our Sunday services we have a need for helpers. Kathy 

Bobeck is organizing the calendar for dates that need volunteers. If you are 
willing to help occasionally, please contact Kathy to let her know the date you 
will serve. Thanks. 

Flowers – Bulletins
 The calendar book has returned to the Gathering area. Looking for  
sponsors for August. 

  Flowers are $15 per vase ($30 for both)  
  Bulletins are $15 per weekly service.  
The Flowers are yours to take after service or to donate if you want to 

share. 

P L A Y E R S    W A N T E D
    Bell Choir    -     Chime Choir 
 Chime Choir  - starts Monday August 16th –   6 PM  
  anyone between the ages of 8 and 12 are welcome 
 Bell Choir  - starts Monday August 16th –   6:30 PM 
  We invite anyone who can wave a hand / swing an arm to join 
 Please see the Music Director to sign-up. 
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 Fall Activities 

 Sunday School begins September 12th at 9 AM. All are welcome. 

 The Worship Service will return to the regularly scheduled Ime  
 on Sunday September 12th. Worship Service 10:30 AM. Please  
 mark your calendars. 

Food Pantry 
 The Muhlenberg Churches collaborative food distribution 
ministry is held here at Good Shepherd Lutheran on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month. In addition to the food that is received from 
Helping Harvest are the dry goods and canned food that are 
collected at the local churches and civic organizations. If you would 
like to support this collaborative ministry, bring in your donations 
and place them on the white stand in the Gathering Area. Thank 
you for responding to God’s call to “feed my sheep.” 

 We Are Hiring -  
  Children's Programs - We are now hiring Teacher's  
 Assistants for our preschool and aides for our Before and  
 Aner School Program.  If you or someone you know is  
 interested please contact Rebecca Watson at 610-926-4201  
 ext. 212 or beckywatson1997@gmail.com. 

 Do you shop at Redner’s ?  
  tapes are still accepted. Please see that Harry gets your 
tapes. 

Witness CommiDee is planning to observe 
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God’s Work – Our Hands
 Sunday October 10th at the 10:30 Worship Service. They are going  
 to fill Christmas Stockings for Military personnel.  
 Items needed - 
 Socks – these should be calf-high, either white or black, made from 
 coron, all sizes. 
  

All of the following must be small size or travel sized 
no large tubes or containers. 

  Dental Floss  Chap SIck  Advil 
  Tylenol   Tooth Paste   Vitamin C tablets 
  Band-aids  Sun Screen   
  Cold MedicaIon blister packs  
  Hard Candies  Mints    Candy Bars, small 
  Tootsie Rolls  Hershey Kisses  Single Wrapped candies 
 Please - NO liquids in any jars, cans, or borles 
 Place the items in the Gathering Area in the designated boxes.  
 Thanks. 
     
  

  TABS – helping those with Cancer 
  Don’t forget to save your aluminum tabs. They are greatly  
 appreciated. We have the container on the Gathering Table for  
 your donaIons. 

    

 Hungry?  Saturday September 11th – Breakfast! ! ! 
  The Fellowship commiree will be serving Breakfast in the  
 Fellowship Hall.  Watch for further informaIon as we get closer  
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 to the date. 

 Affirmation of Baptism -  

Aner the long interrupIon of our church life, we will be 
celebraIng the ConfirmaIon of three Confirmands on Sunday, 
October 31st, - ReformaIon Sunday.   

   Members Directory – There is a copy of the  
  directory in the Gathering. Please check your name  
  and information, make corrections or additions as needed. 

 JUST A NOTE OF INTEREST 
  There is a piano in the Fellowship Hall. Does anyone remember  
 where and when that  instrument came to Good Shepherd? As we were  
 going through the history of the church, this is one item that has no  
 informaIon. Please see Jo Anne if you know the story. Thanks.  
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