
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

***************************************** 
 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree?  
 You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you  
 will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son  
 of Man.” 

    ************************************  

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST  
SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 

10:30 AM COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

PASTOR DENISE KELTZ 
 

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 In response to receiving God’s profound love through Christ and being  
called to be His people, the people of Good Shepherd Evangelical  
Lutheran Church are to be a family of faith, at work in the midst of a  
community, which through worship, learning, witness and outreach,  
touches both members and non-members with a continuing challenge to 
commitment, that brings God into the center of daily life.  
 
 
Thank you for being with us today in worship. Remember that masks must  

be worn at all times in the building.   
 

Please turn off your cell phone or place it on Airplane Mode. We are 

streaming the worship service. We ask that your phone not interfere with  

the signal we are sending out to the members. 

 

Please put your used Communion sets into the trash container in the  
Narthex as you leave. Thanks. 
 
 
Today’s Reader / Voice of the Congregation is Rebecca Heffner 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bell Ringing – Calling all to worship 

 

Announcements 
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PRELUDE  “Surely the Presence of the Lord is in this Place”  
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
  P: Surely the Lord is in this place! 
  C: How awesome is the presence of the Lord! 
 

  P: This is none other than the house of God. 
  C: This is the gate of heaven! 
 
 

 CONFESSION 
 P:   We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Time for Silence 
  P:   Loving Creator, 
  C: You have formed us, given us breath, and supplied our every need. 
    And yet we are slow to recognize your blessings, quick to  
    doubt and criticize, and eager to blame others for our own  
    shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect the  
    unconditional love of the One who made us. Have mercy  
    on us and claim us once again as your own. Amen. 
 

 

  FORGIVENESS 
 P: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness when we repent.  
   Receive the promise that cannot be taken away: you are a child  
   of God, loved, pardoned, and blessed forever. We pray in the  
   name of Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
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 GATHERING HYMN   Open Now the Gates of Beauty 

  
  

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P: Great God,   
  C: You have offered us the richness of your blessings. Make us worthy  
    to be the bearers of your life-giving word to the world. In Jesus’  
    name we pray. Amen. 
 

 The Scripture Reading is Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17 
  1When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see,  
 he called his elder son Esau and said to him, “My son”; and he answered,  
 “Here I am.” 2He said, “See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death.  
 3Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to  
 the field, and hunt game for me. 4Then prepare for me savory food, such  
 as I like, and bring it to me to eat, so that I may bless you before I die.”  
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  15Then Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son Esau, which 
 were with her in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob;  
 16and she put the skins of the kids on his hands and on the smooth part of  
 his neck. 17Then she handed the savory food, and the bread that she had  
 prepared, to her son Jacob. 
  18So he went in to his father, and said, “My father”; and he said, “Here 
 I am; who are you, my son?” 19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your  
 firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, so  
 that you may bless me.” 20But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you  
 have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “Because the Lord your  
 God granted me success.” 21Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near, that I  
 may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not.”  
  22So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who felt him and said, “The  
 voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23He did not  
 recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands;  
 so he blessed him. 
  10Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11He came to a  
 certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set.  
 Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay  
 down in that place. 12And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on  
 the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were  
 ascending and descending on it. 13And the Lord stood beside him and said, 
 “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the  
 land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 14and your  
 offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to  
 the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the  
 families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 15Know  
 that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you  
 back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have  
 promised you.” 
  16Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this  
 place—and I did not know it!” 17And he was afraid, and said, “How awe- 
 some is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is  
 the gate of heaven.” 
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 R: Word of God, word of life 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
  
 

 SERMON 
 
 HYMN OF THE DAY  We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder 

 

  Text: Spiritual, traditional. Used by permission of Hymnary, public domain 
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 APOSTLES’ CREED 

P:  Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 P: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence 

  P: Dear Lord, you reach past all our trickery, our dishonesty, our  
    ill-gotten gain, and insist upon being in close and  
    inescapable communion with us. Take what we meant for  
    our own self-promotion and use it to your glory, turning us  
    around to a new awareness of the tall task of being your  
    followers. Persistent God,  
  C: Hear our prayer. 
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  P: Indeed, we are like the dust of the earth, spread abroad to the  
    west and to the east and to the north and to the south. May  
    your children truly be instruments of your peace, that all the  
    families of the earth might be blessed because of our witness.  
    Be with the churches of the West Berks Mission District as they 
    assist those in the community through their various ministries.   
    Bless Trinity Lutheran Church in Reading, Pastor Alan  
    Wolkenhauer and Deacon Deborah Graf. Persistent God,  
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

  P: Reach out to those who feel disenfranchised, robbed of what they  
    feel was rightfully theirs. Give them courage to stand for  
    justice and reparation, and to also find a peace in you that  
    no other could possibly give—or take away. Persistent God,  
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

  P: We are feeble at times, Lord. Our health fails. Our strength dwindles.  
    We long for the blessing of your healing, and ask it especially  
    on behalf of those we name aloud or in our hearts . . .  
    Persistent God,  
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

  P: As the descendants of Abraham and with all your saints in glory,  
    we rejoice in the mercy which you show to your family on  
    earth and in heaven. Keep us faithful until that day when  
    we are brought face to face with you. Persistent God,  
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

  P: You have shown us wonders, and yet we shall see greater things  
    yet. May our prayers rise to you and may we trust that you  
    have mercifully heard the cries of our hearts, for the sake of  
    Jesus our brother.  
    C: Amen. 
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 OFFERTORY    “In Heaven Above”, soloist Grant Wickert 
  
 OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 P: O Lord,  
 C: We are the guardians of all that you have given us. Accept 
   now these fruits of our labors, which we bring to you, seeking  
   your blessing, through the name of the One whose love knows  
   all and covers all, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for  
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray together the prayer that our Lord and Savior taught us. 
  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen 
 

  
 P: Rich foods are here, set out before us. May this bread and this cup  
   feed us for the long journey ahead.  
 

 P: For these are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

P: This is the body of Christ given for you. Take and eat. 
C:  Amen. 

 

P: This is the blood of Christ shed for you. Take and drink. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  

keep you in his grace. 
C:   Amen 
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POST COMMUNION 
P:   Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 
C:   your word has been fulfilled. 
 

P:   My own eyes have seen the salvation 

C:   which you have prepared in the sight of every people. 
 

P:   A light to reveal you to the nations 

C:   and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 P: Let us pray. 
 C: O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your  
   presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at  
   your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love  
   you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing  
   spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ  
   our Lord. Amen 
 
 

  SENDING BLESSING 
  May the grace of God attend you, 
  the love of Christ surround you,  
  and the Holy Spirit keep you, 
  this day and forever more.    Amen. 
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 SENDING HYMN  Bless Now, O God, the Journey 

  
  
 
 

  DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. 
Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE   “Blessed Assurance” 
 
Today’s Podcast/Streaming was broadcast  
under Good Shepherd’s account with  
ONE LICENSE, License # 739070-A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News of the Church     Fall Activities 

 
 

 Adults / Youth / Young Adult. Sunday School at 9 AM  
  Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall studying the book of Hebrews.  
 

 NOTE – Children Age 3 to Grade 6  
  Sunday School at 9:30 AM  
   Bible stories, games, and songs outside or in case of rain,  
  inside in the Kids Korner room. Please dress casually. 

   

West Berks Mission District 

Reading-Berks CROP Hunger Walk 

  CROP WALK - People who want to walk but don’t have a  
 team may register under the WBMD team! Registration on  
 October 10th for the Walk at Gring’s Mill will be open from 12:30- 
 2:00. Teams can begin walking when-ever they are ready. This will 
 help to eliminate a large group gathering at the start. Handouts to  
 ALL walkers as you finish will be reusable tote bags.  
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 OCTOBER 17th  Fall Hymn Sing  -  Doggie Roast – Fun & Games 
  Sunday afternoon from 3 PM to 5 PM – Come to the hymn sing, stay for the Fun, have a 
 couple of hot dogs and cotton candy before you leave. Games and activities for the kids. Arm-
 chair/pencil & paper games for adults. The events are free (donations accepted) and open to 
 members, friends, pre-school & before/after school families and guests. Bring a comfortable 
 chair and maybe a lap cover in case it is cool because we will be outside. No masks needed 
 when you sing. 
 

 Affirmation of Baptism -  

We will celebrate the Confirmation of four Confirmands Morgan 
Havens, Alexis Garl, Hayley Moyer, and Dolly Monroe on Sunday, October 
31st, - Reformation Sunday.  

 

 Coordinators Needed 

  We are looking for a volunteer to take over the scheduling of  
 readers for the Sunday services. Thanks to Kathy Bobeck for her  
 service in this role. 
  If you are interested in helping or reading, please contact Betty  
 Nelson (eeperry1@epix.net) or the church office. 
 

   Saint Francis Home   

 an end of life home located in Shillington, is in need of caregiving  

 volunteers. The home, established in 2017, provides end of life care  

 to hospice patients and their families, regardless of their ability to  

 pay. It is run 24/7 by volunteers under hospice guidance. A medical  

 background is not required, we will train you. All that is needed is a  

 caring, compassionate heart and willingness to embark on this sacred  

 journey. Please call, text or email Terry Leatherman @ 484-646-3016,  

 or Tleatherman1951@gmail.com. for more information. 

 

 
 

mailto:eeperry1@epix.net
mailto:Tleatherman1951@gmail.com
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Witness Committee will observe 

God’s Work – Our Hands 
 Sunday October 10th at the 10:30 Worship Service. They are asking  

 everyone to help fill Christmas Stockings for Military personnel.  
 Items needed – 

 Socks – these should be calf-high, either white or black, made from 

 cotton, all sizes. 
All of the following must be small size or travel sized 

no large tubes or containers. 
 Dental Floss  Chap Stick   Advil  Tylenol  
 Tooth Paste   Vitamin C tablets Band-aids   
 Sun Screen   Cold Medication blister packs  
  Hard Candies  Mints   Candy Bars, small 
  Tootsie Rolls  Hershey Kisses  Single Wrapped candies 
 Please - NO liquids in any jars, cans, or bottles 
 Place the items in the Gathering Area in the designated boxes.  
 Thanks. 
 

 

 

 Food Pantry   Thursday October 21st    
 The Muhlenberg Churches collaborative food distribution 

ministry is held here at Good Shepherd Lutheran on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month. In addition to the food that is received from 

Helping Harvest are the dry goods and canned food that are 

collected at the local churches and civic organizations. If you would 

like to support this collaborative ministry, bring in your donations 

and place them on the white stand in the Gathering Area. Thank 

you for responding to God’s call to “feed my sheep.” 
 
 

 We Are Hiring - Children's Programs 
      Looking for “subs” that can fill in for a time as needed. If you or  
 someone you know is interested please contact Rebecca Watson at  
 610-926-4201 ext. 212 or beckywatson1997@gmail.com. 

mailto:beckywatson1997@gmail.com
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 TABS – helping those with Cancer 

   Don’t forget to save your aluminum tabs. They are greatly  
  appreciated. We have the container on the Gathering Table  
  for your donations. 
 

 Do you shop at Redner’s ?  

  tapes are still accepted. Please see that Harry gets your tapes. 

 
 Breakfast – Due to the COVID resurgence our social gathering for  

 breakfast is on hold. Watch for future announcements. 

 

 
 
 

 

          GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4201 Stoudt's Ferry Bridge Road 

Reading, Pa.  19605 

Church Office     610-926-4201 

Email: gselc4201@gmail.com 

Website:  goodshepherdelc.org 


