************************************
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” John 8: 12

************************************

TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST
NOVEMBER 21, 2021
10:30 AM COMMUNION
PASTOR DENISE KELTZ
MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

MISSION STATEMENT
In response to receiving God’s profound love through Christ and being
called to be His people, the people of Good Shepherd Evangelical
Lutheran Church are to be a family of faith, at work in the midst of a
community, which through worship, learning, witness and outreach,
touches both members and non-members with a continuing challenge to
commitment, that brings God into the center of daily life.
Thank you for being with us today in worship. Remember that masks must
be worn at all times in the building.
Please turn off your cell phone or place it on Airplane Mode. We are
streaming the worship service. We ask that your phone not interfere with
the signal we are sending out to the members.
Please put your used Communion sets into the trash container in the
Narthex as you leave. Thanks.
The flowers on the altar today are sponsored by the Garl Family in
celebration of Mikayla’s 18th birthday!
Today’s Reader / Voice of the Congregation is Betty Nelson

Please remember the following in your prayers:

Bell Ringing – Calling all to worship
Time of meditation
Announcements
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PRELUDE

“Blessing, Honor, and Glory to the Lamb”

CALL TO WORSHIP
P:
C:

The people who walked in darkness…
Have seen a great light;

P:
C:

Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
On them light has shined.

CONFESSION
P:
P:
C:

We confess our sins before God and one another
Time for Silence
Faithful God,
Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are not always
willing to believe them. We descend into our own despair,
unable to see past our immediate concerns. We drag others
down with us and live to complain and commiserate. We
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us for living such
small lives, O Lord, and restore in us the wonder of what it
is to be your people. Amen.

FORGIVENESS
P: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold our sins against us!
For this we give you thanks, O Lord. Receive the assurance of your
deliverance by the One who promised from of old to set us free,
and who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia!
C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

Blessed Be the God of Israel

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
C:

O God of all ages
You have never forgotten us. Renew in us your vision of your
people restored, and fire us up to bring about your will
on earth. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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The Scripture Reading is Isaiah 9: 1-7
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the
former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea,
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
1

2The

people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.
3You

have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder.
4For

the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For

all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled
in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For

a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
R:
C:

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Christ, Be Our Light
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W/ELCA Presentation
APOSTLES’ CREED
P:

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P:

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence

P:

C:

Isaiah’s vision still sounds as far away to us as it must have for his
listeners. Forgive us when we despair, and plant within us
renewed passion for the work of your Spirit. Zealous God,
Hear our prayer.
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P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:
C:

For all those around the world who walk in darkness daily—for victims
of war, violence, abuse and abduction, displaced refugees, the
unjustly imprisoned, and all who are tempted to despair, we
pray, O Lord. Find a way to reach them with the light of hope, in
whatever way, through whatever means possible, and use us as
ambassadors for equality, freedom, and justice. Zealous God,
Hear our prayer.
We give you thanks for all those who dedicate their lives in service to
others, to the relief of suffering and the implementation of
justice. Strengthen their witness, uphold them, and give them
rest when needed. We ask your blessings on all the churches of
the NE PA Synod as they serve their communities. Be with the
leaders and pastors of our churches, the West Berks Mission
District Dean Rev. Colleen Cox, Executive Associate to the Bishop,
Rev. Rachael Dietz, NE PA Synod Bishop Christopher deForest
and ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton as they continue to guide our
worship and support our outreach programs. Zealous God,
Hear our prayer.
Be with those who bear daily burdens, be it mental or physical illness,
fear of homelessness or hunger, or other challenges which test
their resilience. Surround them with your presence and guide
them to the help they need. We especially lift up the names of
those we ask for healing of their minds or bodies, naming them
aloud or in our hearts ... Zealous God,
Hear our prayer.
Whoever follows you, O Lord, will never walk in darkness. Shine your
eternal light upon all your faithful servants, still living or alive in
your resurrection, and surround them evermore with your
blessing. Zealous God,
Hear our prayer.
Into your gracious hands we place all our prayers, on behalf of a world
seeking your grace. Through Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.
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OFFERTORY

Solo – Bless This House

Soloist, Harry Walters

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:
C:

O Lord,
We offer up these gifts in hopes for a world that needs your
justice and faithful workers on behalf of it. Do not let us
despair when we cannot always see the fruits of our labors.
Assure us that what we offer in your name is never in vain.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
P:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P:

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P:

Let us pray together the prayer that our Savior taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

P:

P:
C:

We rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, trusting in your
provision of all that we need as your faithful people. Come now
and partake in the feast of the Lamb, where all are invited to have
their hunger satisfied and hope restored.
For these are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

P:
C:

This is the body of Christ given for you. Take and eat.
Amen.

P:
C:

This is the blood of Christ shed for you. Take and drink.
Amen.

TABLE BLESSING
P:
C:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen
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POST COMMUNION
P:
C:

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.

P:
C:

My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight of every people.

P:
C:

A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P:
C:

Let us pray.
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at
your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love
you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing
spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ
our Lord. Amen

SENDING BLESSING
May the grace of God attend you,
the love of Christ surround you,
and the Holy Spirit keep you,
this day and forever more. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Crown Him with Many Crowns

DISMISSAL
Go in peace.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
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Today’s Podcast/Streaming was broadcast under Good
Shepherd’s account with ONE LICENSE, License # 739070-A

Fall Activities

News of the Church

Adults / Youth / Young Adult. Sunday School at 9 AM
Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall studying the book of Hebrews.

NOTE – Children Age 3 to Grade 6
Sunday School at 9:30 AM
Bible stories, games, and songs inside in the Kids Korner
room. Please dress casually.

Congregational Meetings
Please plan to attend the important Congregational Meetings to
be held after services on December 5th and 19th. At the first meeting,
December 5th, the Council will hand out the proposed Budget for 2022 for
discussion and adaptations, and will publish the names of the candidates
for Council seats. Ater reviewing the Budget information, the Congregation
will vote on December 19th on the proposed financial information, and
will vote to accept the candidates for Council for terms that will begin
January 2022.

The season of Advent will begin Sunday November 28th. In
preparation for Christmas, the church will be decorated and the
tree trimmed on Sunday December 12th. If you are able to stay after
service to help with this activity, please let Christine Weaver, Barbara
Greth, or someone in the Altar Guild know you will be available.
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Food Pantry

Thursday December 23

The Muhlenberg Churches collaborative food distribution
ministry is held here at Good Shepherd Lutheran on the 3rd
Thursday of the month. In addition to the food that is received
from Helping Harvest are the dry goods and canned food that
are collected at the local churches and civic organizations. If
you would like to support this collaborative ministry, bring in
your donations and place them on the white stand in the
Gathering Area. Thank you for responding to God’s call to
“feed my sheep.”

Christmas Eve Service Schedule
There will be two services on Christmas Eve. The early service will be
at 4 PM. The later service will be at 7 PM. Both services will be candlelight
communion services. There is no Children’s specific service. Families are
welcome at both services.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday January
30th, 2022. We will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall to hear the
reports of the committees covering the events of 2020 and 2021. (NOTE
TO COMMITTEES: all reports should be in to the office by Friday
January 21st in order to publish the Annual Report Booklet. Thank you.)

ALTAR GUILD – See Christine Weaver
They are looking for someone to help one Sunday a month to
assist in getting things ready for the service. This is not a time
consuming task.
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The In-Person Worship committee wishes to remind the friends,
neighbors and relatives who are worshiping at Good Shepherd that we
are closely watching the COVID statistics for the Berks County area. The
numbers are not decreasing in the way that we wish they would.
Until the transmission rates return to moderate, we will continue
to require that you wear a mask while in the building.

Coordinator Needed
We are looking for a volunteer to take over the scheduling of
readers for the Sunday services. Thanks to Kathy Bobeck for her
service in this role.
If you are interested in helping or reading, please contact Betty
Nelson (eeperry1@epix.net) or the church office.

Saint Francis Home

an end of life home
located in Shillington, is in need of caregiving volunteers. The
home, established in 2017, provides end of life care to hospice
patients and their families, regardless of their ability to pay. It
is run 24/7 by volunteers under hospice guidance. A medical
background is not required, we will train you. All that is needed
is a caring, compassionate heart and willingness to embark on
this sacred journey. Please call, text or email Terry Leatherman
@ 484-646-3016, or Tleatherman1951@gmail.com. for more
information.

Do you shop at Redner’s ?
tapes are still accepted. Please see that Harry gets your tapes.

TABS – helping those with Cancer
Don’t forget to save your aluminum tabs. They are greatly
appreciated. We have the container on the Gathering Table
for your donations.
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We Are Hiring - Children's Programs
Looking for “subs” that can fill in for a time as needed. If you or
someone you know is interested please contact Rebecca Watson at
610-926-4201 ext. 212 or beckywatson1997@gmail.com.

Life Line Screening will be at Good Shepherd
If you are interested in the testing, there are “coupons” on the table
in the Gathering for a discount of $149 that can be used on November 30th.
Please help yourself to one of the discount sheets. All screening is done by
appointment. Call their 800 number to arrange for your time.
.

GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4201 Stoudt's Ferry Bridge Road
Reading, Pa. 19605
Church Office 610-926-4201
Email: gselc4201@gmail.com
Website: goodshepherdelc.org
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