FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
NOVEMBER 27, 2022
11:30 AM COMMUNION

GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

MISSION STATEMENT
In response to receiving God’s profound love through Christ and being
called to be His people, the people of Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church
are to be a family of faith, at work in the midst of a community, which through
worship, learning, witness and outreach, touches both members and nonmembers with a continuing challenge to commitment, that brings God into the
center of daily life.
************************************
The visionary message presented in Isaiah focuses on a future day when God
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of
Christ’s coming in the future.

************************************

Today’s Reader is Helenna Lutz
Thank you to Pastor Lauren Blatt for leading our worship this morning.
Bell Ringing – Calling all to worship

*Denotes the congregation stands whenever possible
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
GREETING
P: The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon!
In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from
sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming.
Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy
mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we
already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal
that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.
PRELUDE “Savior of the Nations, Come”; Tune, Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland
*CALL TO WORSHIP
P: Stir up our hearts, O God, to prepare a pathway for your Christ.
C: Give hope to your people and turn our hearts toward you.
*CONFESSION
P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous
things. Blessed be God’s name forever.
C: Amen.
P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our
sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.
Time for Silence
P: God of new beginnings,
C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have
strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace.
We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your
refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may
bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming
among us. Amen.
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*FORGIVENESS
P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch,
a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.
You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
C: Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Response: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Reader: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen wreath, an unbroken
circle that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the first candle, rouse us from sleep, that we may
be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints
and angels.
Congregation: Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts be
filled with hope to welcome him.
(light candle 1)
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R: We light this candle as a sign of that expectant hope.
C: A flame of anticipation that points to God’s mighty deeds in a
dark world desperate for God’s radiant love.
P: Let us pray.
C: O Lord, we wait with hope. We thank you for giving us your Son, for
his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation. We pray through Christ
Jesus, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #259

Fling Wide the Door

*KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE – This is the Feast
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way
of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
THE FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall
stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that
we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!
R: Word of God, word of life
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 122
1I

was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
2Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
4to

which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.
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5For

there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
7Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
8For the sake of my kindred and companions,
I pray for your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the LORD our God,
I will seek to do you good.”
CHOIR ANTHEM

We Wait

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.
R: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

9

*GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44

P: The holy Gospel according to St Matthew, the 24th Chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples, 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

#244

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

*APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for
a world that yearns for new hope.
A brief silence
P: God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the
global church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down
barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in
your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift.
Teach us your ways of sharing resources and caring for life.
Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect
endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools
for serving the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who
work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of
Jesus’ birth, in Africa, in Ukraine, in North Korea, and all places in
the USA subjected to violence and hatred. God, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those
who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death.
Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care as we
ask healing and comfort to those dear to us, either aloud or silently
in our hearts . . . God, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
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P: God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide
congregations in transition or conflict such as our own. Give wisdom
to congregational councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep
us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives
of the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us
into the company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather
our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In
Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.
OFFERTORY

Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying ; Tune, Wachet Auf

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Eternal God,
C: you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money,
and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need
of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our
Savior. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
12

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
P: And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

THE LORD’S SUPPER
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P: Let us pray together the prayer that our Savior taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.
For these are the gifts of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.
TABLE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen
POST COMMUNION
P: Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
C: your word has been fulfilled.
P: My own eyes have seen the salvation
C: which you have prepared in the sight of every people.
P: A light to reveal you to the nations
C: and the glory of your people Israel.

14

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Faithful God,
C: in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth
in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your
promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy
mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.
SENDING BLESSING
P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us
in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN

#242

Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“The King Shall Come”; tune Consolation

(260)

Today’s Podcast/Streaming was broadcast under Good Shepherd’s Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
License #SB121391 and the account with ONE LICENSE, License # 739070-A

PLEASE NOTE: Monday November 28 the church office and
the Pre-school / Kid’s Korner will be closed.

Fall Activities

News of the Church

Adults / Young Adult. Sunday School at 10 AM
in the Conference Room – Video Bible Study

Sunday School at 10:30 AM Children Age 3 to Grade 6
Bible stories, games, and songs
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Congregational Meetings
Congregational Meetings December 4th and 18th.
December 4, the Council will hand out the proposed Budget for 2023 for
discussion and adaptations, a copy of a proposed change to the Constitution
By-Law 12.01, and will publish the names of the candidates for Council seats.
The Congregation will vote on December 18th on the proposed financial
information, and to accept the candidates for Council for terms that will begin
January 2023.
Voting on the Constitution change will be at the Annual Congregational
Meeting held January 29, 2023.
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NOTE: Ruth Buckley’s 100 Birthday is Tuesday Nov. 29. We thought she
would be pleased to receive a card shower. Her address is Grandview
Manor, 129 Houck Road, Room 24, Fleetwood, PA 19522

ADVENT BREAKFAST – All members welcome.
December 4th 9 AM to 11 AM

The season of Advent begins today Sunday November 27th.
In preparation for Christmas, the church will be decorated
and the tree trimmed on Sunday December 11th. If you are
able to stay after service to help with this activity, please let Christine
Weaver, Barbara Greth, or someone in the Altar Guild know you
will be available.
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Holiday Lights Tour 5:30–8:30PM December 10th
In Muhlenberg Township

The Church will be participating in the Holiday Light event on December
10th where car loads of people will be out driving a tour of the Exterior
Lights on Display. We are a bonus stop on the tour, and an ingathering
for the Muhlenberg Community Food Pantry. For every non-perishable
food item donated to the Pantry, the participants can receive a cookie
and cup of hot chocolate (or coffee, tea or water).
It should be a night of fun and games. Even if you are not touring
the lights, come and spend an evening of fun – make it a game night.
W/ELCA ladies will have a bake sale table for homemade sweets.
There is a sign-up sheet on the Gathering Table for donating baked goods.

Food Pantry

Thursday December 15

The Muhlenberg Churches collaborative food distribution ministry
is held here at Good Shepherd Lutheran on the 3rd Thursday of the
month. In addition to the food that is received from Helping Harvest are
the dry goods and canned food that are collected at the local churches
and civic organizations. If you would like to support this collaborative
ministry, bring in your donations and place them on the white stand in
the Gathering Area. Thank you for responding to God’s call to “feed my
sheep.”

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services
Service at Good Shepherd at 4 PM.
Services at Calvary at 7 PM and 10 PM.
All Services will be candlelight communion.
Families welcome at all services.
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UPCOMING IN JANUARY
January 1, 2023 – Service of Lessons and Carols
January 8 – Sunday of Epiphany – The Wise Men’s Journey

Annual Congregational Meeting
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday
January 29th, 2022. We will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall to hear
the reports of the committees covering the events of 2022 and vote on
the Constitutional By-Law change. (NOTE TO COMMITTEES: all reports
should be in to the office by Friday January 20 in order to publish the
Annual Report Booklet. Thank you.)

Please remember the following in your prayers:
(Names removed due to placement on public site.)

ALTAR GUILD – See Christine Weaver
They are asking for someone to help one Sunday a month to
assist in getting things ready for the service. This is not a time
consuming task. Contact Christine Weaver, or Betty Nelson
at (eeperry1@epix.net) or call the church office, 610-926-4201.

Do you shop at Redner’s ?
tapes are still accepted. Please see that Harry gets your tapes.
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TABS – helping those with Cancer
Don’t forget to save your aluminum tabs. They are greatly
appreciated. We have the container on the Gathering Table
for your donations.

One of the best-known customs for the
season is the Advent wreath. The wreath
and winter candle-lighting amid growing
darkness strengthen some of the Advent
images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is
clearly an image of ever- lasting life, a victory wreath, the
crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the
wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to
the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the
progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light.
Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried
flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household
and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many
homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath.
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Jesus said “I am the descendant from the family of David; I
am the bright morning star.” Everyone who hears this must say
“Come!”
So be it “Come, Lord Jesus!”

GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4201 Stoudt's Ferry Bridge Road
Reading, Pa. 19605
Church Office 610-926-4201
Email: gselc4201@gmail.com
Website: goodshepherdelc.org
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