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MISSION STATEMENT 

 In response to receiving God’s profound love through Christ and being  
called to be His people, the people of Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church 
are to be a family of faith, at work in the midst of a community, which through 
worship, learning, witness and outreach, touches both members and non-
members with a continuing challenge to commitment, that brings God into the 
center of daily life.  

 
                             ************************************ 

 Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the 

stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and 

danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been 

fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other 

just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to 

mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

    ************************************  
 

 

Today’s Reader is Kristin Simons 

Thank you to Pastor Lauren Blatt for leading our worship this morning.  
 

 

Bell Ringing – Calling all to worship  

  

Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes the congregation stands whenever possible 
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GREETING 
P: At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls 

us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases, we 
turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root  
of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and  
meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will  
dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction.  
From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to  
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 
 

PRELUDE Comfort, Comfort Now My People     (256) 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 P: Surely God is my salvation; 

C: I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
 

P: for the Lord God is my strength, and my might; 
C: and has become my salvation. 
 

 *CONFESSION 

 P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins,  
  and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Time for Silence 
 P: God of new beginnings, 
 C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed 

from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor 
one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and  
set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of  
repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 

 *FORGIVENESS 
 P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a 
  living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You 

have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice 
in the way of the Lord. 

   C: Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Response: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

R: A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
C: and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 

R: The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him; 
C: his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

     (light candles) 
 Reader: We light two candles, one as a sign of expectant hope, one for a  
  prayer for peace. As we light these candles, fix our eyes on Jesus  

Christ, the hope of all nations and the source of peace in our world. 
  

P: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, for you promise to bring forth a shoot 
from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will 
deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of 
hope for all people. You promise to transform weapons of war into 
implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; 
you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of  
salvation is dawning. O Lord, we thank you for giving us your Son, for 
his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. We pray through Christ Jesus. 
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 C: Amen.  
 

*GATHERING HYMN     # 239 Hark, the Glad Sound! 
 

*KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE – This is the Feast 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 P: Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way 
of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the  
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C: Amen. 
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THE FIRST READING  Isaiah 11:1-10 

  
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 

4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 

7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

    as the waters cover the sea. 
  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;  
  the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

R: Word of God, word of life 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  72:1-7, 18-19 
  1Give the king your justice, O God, 
    and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
   rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
    and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 

you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM: Advent Prayer 
 
SECOND READING:  Romans 15:4-13 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 
by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 
hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, 

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
and sing praises to your name”; 
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10and again he says, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 

11and again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him”; 

12and again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse shall come, 
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so  
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 R: The Word of the Lord 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 

P:  The holy Gospel according to St Matthew, the 3rd Chapter 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one 
of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.’ ” 
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4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 

11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY #249  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 

P: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 I believe in God, the Father  
  almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
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   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen 
   
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
     P: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for 

a world that yearns for new hope. 
A brief silence 

  P: God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers  
    and theologians, especially John of Damascus, theologian and  
    hymnwriter that died around 749, whom we commemorate 
    today. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct  
    your people. God, in your mercy, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

  P: You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction  
    will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions  
    to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed  
    has harmed. God, in your mercy, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

  P: You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders  
    who will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges,  
    lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who  
    cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy,  
  C:  Hear our prayer. 
  

  P: You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any  
    who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims  
    of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without  
    shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. Be with the churches of  
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    the West Berks Mission District as they minister to those suffering and  
    in need of help and safety. God, in your mercy, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

  P: You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed  
    us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every  
    congregation that worships you. We pray for people who are  
    homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones as we lift  
    their names to you aloud or silently in our hearts . . . God, in your  
    mercy, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

  P: You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give  
    thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are  
    united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your  
    mercy, 
  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

  P: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather  
    our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In  
    Jesus’ name we pray. 
     C: Amen. 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE/GOD LOVES YOU 
 
OFFERTORY      Organ Solo – Every Valley 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 P: Eternal God, 
 C: you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty  

ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need  
of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our  
Savior. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

      
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and  

in all places give thanks and praise to you almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the  
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things  
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  
And so, with the choirs of angels, and the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER 
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for  
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Let us pray together the prayer that our Savior taught us. 
  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name,  
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
   and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

COMMUNION INVITATION 
 P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to  
  save you. For these are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  

and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

 
 



16 

 

POST COMMUNION 
P: Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 
C: your word has been fulfilled. 

 

P: My own eyes have seen the salvation 
C: which you have prepared in the sight of every people. 

 

P: A light to reveal you to the nations 
C: and the glory of your people Israel. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 P: Faithful God, 
 C: in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth 

in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your  
promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy  
mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in  
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  
SENDING BLESSING 
 P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us  

in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN  #264  Prepare the Royal Highway 

 
DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE    The Trees of the Field (Isaiah 55:12) 
 
Today’s Podcast/Streaming was broadcast under Good Shepherd’s Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies License #SB121391 and the account with ONE LICENSE, License #739070-A 

 
Please note: today is the last day to order Poinsettias for Christmas Eve. 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ksrecomm/24029924137
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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News of the Church     Fall Activities 
 

 Adults / Young Adult. Sunday School at 10 AM  
  in the Conference Room – Video Bible Study 

 Sunday School at 10:30 AM Children Age 3 to Grade 6 
   Bible stories, games, and songs.    

 
Congregational Meetings 

 Please plan to stay for the important Congregational Meeting to be held 

after services today. The Council will hand out the proposed Budget for 2023 

for discussion and adaptations, and will publish the names of the candidates 

for Council seats.  

Voting on Budget information, and roster of Council members for terms 

that will begin January 2023, will be at the December 18th Congregational 

Meeting.  

 

 

During December Calvary Lutheran will have their congregational meeting 

and Pastor Blatt’s daughter will be baptized. Both of these events will prevent 

Pastor from leading our worship. On December 11th we will have a local Pastor, 

Rev. Richard Bardo, supply for us that morning. Pastor Blatt arranged for Vicar 

Mycah McNett from Common Ground to lead our worship service on December 

18th. Pastor Blatt will be at Good Shepherd for the 4 PM Christmas Eve Service. 

There will be no worship service on Christmas Day. 

  
  

In preparation for Christmas, the church will be 
decorated and the tree trimmed on Sunday December 

11th. If you are able to stay after service to help with this 
activity, please let Christine Weaver, Barbara Greth, or someone in 
the Altar Guild know you will be available. 
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Muhlenberg Township–Holiday Lights Tour 5:30–8:30PM December 10th  

 
The Church will be participating in the Holiday Light event on December 

10th where car loads of people will be out driving a tour of the Exterior 

Lights on Display. We are a bonus stop on the tour, and an ingathering 

for the Muhlenberg Community Food Pantry. For every non-perishable 

food item donated to the Pantry, the participants can receive a cookie 

and cup of hot chocolate (or coffee, tea or water).  

It should be a night of fun and games. Even if you are not touring 

the lights, come and spend an evening of fun – make it a game night. 
  

Food Pantry   Thursday December 15     
 The Muhlenberg Churches collaborative food distribution 

ministry is held here at Good Shepherd Lutheran on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month. In addition to the food that is received  

from Helping Harvest are the dry goods and canned food that  

are collected at the local churches and civic organizations. If  

you would like to support this collaborative ministry, bring in  

your donations and place them on the white stand in the  

Gathering Area. Thank you for responding to God’s call to  

“feed my sheep.” 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
There will be three services on Christmas Eve.  
Early service at Good Shepherd at 4 PM.  
Later services at Calvary 7 PM & 10 PM.  
All services will be candlelight communion services.  
Families are welcome at any service.  
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UPCOMING IN JANUARY 
 

January 1, 2023 – Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

January 8 – Sunday of Epiphany – The Wise Men’s Journey 

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
  The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday 
January 29th, 2022. We will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall to hear 
the reports of the committees covering the events of 2022. (NOTE TO 
COMMITTEES: all reports should be in to the office by Friday January 20 
in order to publish the Annual Report Booklet. Thank you.) 

 
BIBLE STUDY Wednesday evenings – Advent to Christmas  

New Testament Readings 
BIBLE FOR DUMMIES – Looking for an interesting way to read and learn about the Bible?  
 

The Bible For Dummies is a study guide which appeals to 
people of all faiths by providing interfaith coverage of the 
entire Bible and the often fascinating background 
information that makes the Bible come alive. The Authors, 
Jeffrey C. Geoghegan and Michael M. Homan published a 

resource that is both entertaining and informative. 

 Reminder to choir members –Choir Wednesday 7:15 PM 

 

Please remember the following in your prayers:  

(Names removed due to placement on public web site.) 
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ALTAR GUILD – See Christine Weaver 
 They are asking for someone to help one Sunday a month to 
 assist in getting things ready for the service. This is not a time  
 consuming task. Contact Christine Weaver, or Betty Nelson 

at (eeperry1@epix.net) or call the church office, 610-926-4201. 
 

Do you shop at Redner’s ?  

tapes are still accepted. Please see that Harry gets your tapes. 

   

TABS – helping those with Cancer 

  Don’t forget to save your aluminum tabs. They are greatly  
 appreciated. We have the container on the Gathering Table  
 for your donations. 
 

 
 

          GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4201 Stoudt's Ferry Bridge Road 

Reading, Pa.  19605 

Church Office     610-926-4201 

Email: gselc4201@gmail.com 

Website:  goodshepherdelc.org 

mailto:eeperry1@epix.net

