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MISSION STATEMENT 

In response to receiving God’s profound love through Christ and being called to be His 

people, the mission of Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church is to be a family of faith, at 

work in the midst of a growing community, which through worship, learning, witness and 

outreach, touches both members and non-members with a continuing challenge to 

commitment, that brings God into the center of daily life. 

 

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that 

his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through 

this faith he is considered righteous.  

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of 

facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive from God 

and to give to others. 

 
 
Our Reader today is Kristin Morrissey 
Our Worship Leader, Vicar Melissa Hrdlicka  
The flowers on the Altar are presented by James Culley  

in honor of his mother’s birthday. 
 

 

 

 

 

BELL RINGING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
*Denotes Congregation stands, if you are able. 
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PRELUDE  “The God of Abraham Praise”, Tune Yigdal 
 

GREETING 
P: Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is 

God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the 
“little flock” of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, 
trusts the promises of God. Have no fear. 
 
*GATHERING HYMN # 856  How Great Thou Art 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin. 
  whose mercy endures forever. 
 C: Amen. 
 

 P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,  
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 

 P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

 P: Merciful God, 
 C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our 

own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take 
the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too  
often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life.  
Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 
 

 P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins 

  but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus  
  Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
 C: Amen 
 
 

*KYRIE – Have Mercy on Us 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE:   

 



5 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 P: Almighty God, 
 C: you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open  

our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive 
you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6 
Reader:  1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, 

“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But 
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the 
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of 
the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven 
and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him 
as righteousness. 
     R: The word of God 
    C: Thanks be to God. 
 

READING OF PSALM 33:12-22 
12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 

Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 
13The LORD looks down from heaven, 

and sees all humankind. 
14God sits firmly enthroned and watches 

all who dwell on the earth. 
15God fashions all their hearts 

and observes all their deeds. 
16A king is not saved by the size of the army, 

nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 
17The horse gives vain hope for victory; 

despite its great strength it cannot save. 
18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 

upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 
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19to deliver their lives from death, 
and to keep them alive in time of famine. 

20Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 
our helper and our shield. 

21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 
for in your holy name we put our trust. 

22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 
even as we place our hope in you. 

 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Reader:  1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By 
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he 
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful 
who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable 
grains of sand by the seashore.” 
 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they 
are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left 
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called 
their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 R: Word of God, word of life 
 C: Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40  

P:  The holy Gospel according to St Luke the 12th Chapter 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 

yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 

comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. 

 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting 

for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the 

door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the 

master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 

them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the 

middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief 

was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

     P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
     C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY # 638  Blessed Assurance 
 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED   

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 P: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One 
  in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

 P: Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the 
gospel with your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of  
promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 
 

 P: Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and 
sustain our earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment.  
In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. 
Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 
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 P: Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our 
shield in places torn by strife and violence especially those families 
torn apart by mass shootings and violence in our Nation. Raise up  
courageous leaders to govern with compassion and justice.  
Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 
 

 P: Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who  
wait for your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and  
embrace those who cry out to you for relief from pain and suffering 
as we ask your healing for those we name either aloud or in our 
hearts . . . Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid. Merciful  
God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 
 

 P: Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts 
to strive for the way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries  
of this congregation and all the church programs helping our  
community in the West Berks Mission District. We pray for St Luke  
Lutheran Church in Reading  and Pastor Bill Fryer. Bless all the  
people who care for those in need. Merciful God,  

 C: receive our prayer. 
 

 P: With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now  
rest in you. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to  
trust in your promise of new life. Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 
 

 P: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

 C: Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING Favorite -  # 677  This Little Light of Mine  
 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 P: God of abundance: 
 C: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your  

goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us  
to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

 P: Lift up your hearts. 
 C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



11 
 

 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in  
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for  
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, who after his  
resurrection sent forth the apostles to preach the gospel and teach all  
nation, and promised to be with them, even to the end of the age.  
  

P: And so, with the whole church on earth and the glorious company of the  
apostles, with the choirs of angels and the hosts of heaven, we praise  
your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 
 

  P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this 
   far along the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but  
   guided us into the path of love and light. In the fullness of time, you  
   sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break  
   bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage  
   to prejudice and sin. 
 

           In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and  
   gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and  
   eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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           Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to  
   drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  
   and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of  
   me. 
 

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim 
 the Lord’s death until he comes: 

  C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

  P:  Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day 
   when Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery  
   and death. 
  C: Come Lord Jesus!  
 

  P: And let the church say, Amen. 
  C: Amen.  
 

  P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this 
   bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in  
   all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And, let the church say, Amen. 
  C: Amen. 
 

  P: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 
   that,  rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the  
   freedom and hope of your Son. Through him, with him, in him, in the  
   unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is your, almighty Father,  
   now and forever. 

 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER                                 
 P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, as you have taught us to pray 
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
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  on earth as it is in heaven.  
       Give us this day our daily bread;  
             and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
         For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 P: Here we are, Lord—all together in one place. We rejoice at the gift  

of your Spirit and long to be united with all your people from every  
time and place, in every land and nation. Make us one through this 
meal, invited by the same Lord, fed on the same body and blood, 
empowered for the same earthly mission. In Christ’s presence there is 
fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. These are the gifts of God for the 
people of God. 

 C: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
RESPONSE - Lamb of God 
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** All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper where Christ is present in the bread and wine.  
  Please follow those who will direct you to the Altar. Come forward to receive a wafer and a cup 

for wine or a filled cup with grape juice. We have regular wafers and gluten free wafers. Tell the pastor 
if you need the gluten option.  

  Place your used cup in the baskets at the end of the first pew as you return to your seats.  
  If you would like to remain in your seats to have the elements brought to you, please tell the 
 Gathering people so they can notify the Pastor to come to you.   
  If you are using a pre-filled communion kit, please wait until the Pastor directs you to open them 
 and take communion in your seats. 

 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
  and keep you in his grace.       
 C: Amen 
 
*POST COMMUNION RESPONSE - O Lord, Now Let Your Servant 

 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 P: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
  and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, 
  both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. 
  This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
 C: Amen  
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*SENDING BLESSING 
  P:  The God of steadfastness and encouragement  
   Grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
   In accordance with Christ Jesus. 
  C: Amen. 
 
  P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
   So that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  C: Amen. 
 

  P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
  C: Amen 
 
 

*SENDING HYMN   # 756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save – Favorite Hymn 
 

*THE DISMISSAL   
 P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;  
  hold fast to that which is good;  
 C: Amen, Lord. 
 
 P: Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen, Lord. 
 

 P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
*POSTLUDE: “Give Me Oil In My Lamp” 
 
 
Today’s Podcast/Streaming was broadcast under Good Shepherd’s Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
License #SB121391 and the account with ONE LICENSE, License # 739070-A 
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We extend a hearty welcome to our visitors today. Please fill out a Pew 
card with your contact information. If there is any way we can be of service 

to you, please inform us.  There are also Visitor Packets available. Please see one 
of the people at the Gathering Table if you are interested. 

 
News of the Church SUMMER Activities 

Sunday School  
Children Age 3 to Grade 6  -  Sunday church school at 11:30 AM 

WORSHIP SERVICE – 11:30 AM Service with Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
During June – September to use the 10th setting 

 in the ELCA Hymnal and use our requested hymns. 
 

Please remember the following in your prayers: 
(Names removed due to placement on public site.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS  

 
 We are accepting items for Mary’s 
Shelter:   Individual bottles, jars, bags, containers 
Shampoo  Conditioner  Hair Gel  Body Lotion   
Hand Lotion Bar Soap   Body Wash Deodorant (men’s)  
Shaving Cream  Deodorant (women’s) Razors (men or women) 
Tampons  Feminine Pads          Laundry detergent Laundry Softener 
 

Bulk items – case of Diapers, Baby Wipes, Baby bottles, Baby shampoo, Baby 
lotion, Baby wash (no oil or powder), tubes of A & D Ointment / Balmex, Hair 
Brushes and Combs, Nail Clippers.  
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BIBLE FOR DUMMIES – Looking for an interesting way to read and 

learn about the Bible? The Bible For Dummies appeals to 
people of all faiths by providing interfaith coverage of the 
entire Bible and the often fascinating background 
information that makes the Bible come alive. The Authors, 

Jeffrey C. Geoghegan and Michael M. Homan have put together a resource that is 
both entertaining and informative. 

Starting Wednesday September 14th at 5:30 PM, you can join in the group having 
supper together in the Fellowship Hall. After supper there will be a Trivia / Study on the 
Bible from 6 to 6:45 PM. Bring your favorite translation of the Bible to refer to as you 
study the passage for the evening. 
 Lynn Shollenberger is organizing this supper and Bible study. See him to let him 
know you will be joining the group so he will have a head count for supper. 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS – SEPTEMBER   

Sunday August 28 will be the last week for Vicar Melissa 

Sunday September 4 Pastor Lauren Blatt will return from her 

leave 

Sunday September 11 God’s Work, Our Hands projects to be 
completed 

Sunday September 18 Guest Speaker Stacey Burke from the 

Synod Office 

 There will be a luncheon 
following the service at which Stacey 

will answer any of our questions on the 

Resource Book – Growing Young  

Sunday September 25 Pastor Blatt will lead the worship 

service 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS - OCTOBER 

Sunday October 2 – Guest Speaker, Deacon Travis Woodfield from the Synod 

There will be a luncheon following the service. Deacon Travis will be helping our 
congregation “imagine” our mission. This is an important step to calling a Pastor. 

We will have a better idea of our goals and what type of leader we should find. 
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TABS – helping those with Cancer  Don’t forget to save your aluminum 

tabs. They are greatly appreciated. We have the container on the 

Gathering Table for your donations. 
 
Food Pantry   Thursday August 18th        
 The Muhlenberg Churches collaborative food distribution ministry is held 
here at Good Shepherd Lutheran on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  
 Dry goods and canned food donations from members of the local churches 
and civic organizations are needed to augment the food that is received from 
Helping Harvest. Please support this collaborative ministry by bringing in your 
donations and place them on the white stand in the Gathering Area.  
 Thank you for responding to God’s call to “feed my sheep.” 
 
Do you shop at the Redner’s Quick Shop on Tuckerton Road? We can 
now accept Redner’s Quick Shop tapes as long as you use your Redner’s 
card for grocery purchases everywhere. (And your Redner’s card gives 
you discounts on gas purchases at Redner’s.) The “Save A Tape” goes to 
help sponsor W/ELCA projects. Please see Harry if you have questions.  
 
W/ELCA Meetings –  
 Meetings will start up in September. Watch for the announcements. Contact 
Sandra Oesterling if you have questions. 
 
Council Members for 2022 
James Culley  Helenna Lutz  Gary O’Brien 
Rodney Haupt  Cathy Meck  Lynn Shollenberger 
Carolyn Heffner  Duane Maurer  Allyn Swavely  
Duane Kring  Betty Nelson  Harry Walters  
 Please see the Gathering Bulletin Board for the Council Meeting Reports and 
Business conducted. 
 COUNCIL – PLEASE NOTE: August’s Council Meeting will be the annual picnic. 
Everyone can bring a side dish and/or dessert. 
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Interested in sponsoring flowers or a bulletin on Sundays? 

  Sign-up in the book on the lectern in the Gathering area. 
Flowers are $10 per vase. We have a sponsor for the month of July. Please 

check on the month and week you would like the flowers. They are yours to take 
home after service or donate to a shut-in. 
 

Bulletins - Please enter your information in the appropriate month and week 
you want to dedicate the bulletin. Sponsor cost is $15 per week. 
    You may use a pew envelope to submit your donations for these sponsorships.  
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