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MISSION STATEMENT 
Building  the Kingdom of God in our community  

 
 

 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a 

lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God 
does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God 
empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s 
service. 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross 
seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to 
work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the 
message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the 
reign of God. 

************************************** 
 

 
 

 
The reader today is Helenna Lutz 
Welcome - our worship leader Pastor Lauren Blatt 

 
 

Bell Ringing 
 
Announcements 

 
 

*Denotes Congregation Stands, if you are able 
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GREETING: 
 P: Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do  

justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they  
are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For  
Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in  
heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger  
for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and  
calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 

  

PRELUDE  Let Justice flow like streams; Tune Thaxted   (710) 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, 
  whose mercy endures forever. 
 C: Amen. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
 P: Holy One, 
 C: source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in sin,  

and cannot free ourselves. We have not practiced your  
righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the  
sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be  
reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 
 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
 P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new  

things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are 

forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
   C: Amen. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN    # 873  Rejoice, ye pure in heart 
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*GATHERING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE – Glory to God 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Holy God, 
C: you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 

lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for  
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words  
and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 
  1Hear what the LORD says: 
    Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
    and let the hills hear your voice. 
  2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
    and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
   for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 
    and he will contend with Israel. 
  3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
    In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
  4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
   and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
  5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
    what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
   and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
    that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
  6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
   Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
  7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
   Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
  8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the LORD require of you 
   but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 
 R: Word of God, Word of Life 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
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 PSALMODY: Psalm 15 
 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
   Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
   who speak the truth from their heart;  
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
   they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected,  

but they honor those who fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain,  

nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are  

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is 
written, 
   “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
     and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but 
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
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chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is 
the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 R: The Word of the Lord 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
  
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 
 

*GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12 
 P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, Chapter 5 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying: 
  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. 
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  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 
 P: The gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY # 719  Where cross the crowded ways of life 
 

*APOSTLES CREED 
P: Please stand as we confess our faith using the Apostles Creed. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
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the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world,  

and all in need. 
A brief silence. 

 
P: Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach 

us to boast only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of  
kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the  
mountains and hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat  
your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us with  
reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer 
 

P: You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable  
leaders who seek justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate  
plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the work  
of peacemakers in our churches, our Synod, our government 
leaders, organizations locally and world-wide that advocate for 
peace. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer 
 

 P: Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are  
regarded as foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal your power 
and presence at work where it is least expected. Give your life,  
strength, and wisdom to all in need. Provide for those who live in 
poverty, neglect, and sub-human conditions caused by 
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oppression.  Bless the work of the churches in the West Berks 
Mission District as they serve the people in their community. We 
pray for Allegheny Lutheran Church in Knauers and Pastor Zach 
Lebagh. Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer   
 

P: As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving  
acts. Remind us how your faithfulness brought us through  
difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish the  
cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer 
 
P: Bless those who are poor in spirit. Be with those who struggle with  

poor health, who are ill in mind or body. We raise their names to  
you, healing God, naming them either aloud or silently in our  
hearts . . .  Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer 
 

 P: Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. Trust in   
you accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial,  
we trust you abide with your people always. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer 
 

P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom  
and power revealed in Christ crucified. 

 C: Amen. 
  

*SHARING THE PEACE OF GOD / GOD LOVES YOU 
 

OFFERING  Blest Are They; Tune: Blest Are They   (728)  
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
P:  Liberating God, 
C:  you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.  

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of  
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merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and  
freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray   

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread;  
   and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

*SENDING BLESSING:  
P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the  

oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today 
and always.  

 C: Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN # 818  O Master, let me walk with you      
 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace, follow the way of Jesus Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 POSTLUDE  Rise up, O saints of God!; Tune, Festal Song        (669) 
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Please proceed to the Fellowship Hall following the service where dinner will 
be served and the Annual Congregational Meeting held. 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Podcast/Streaming was broadcast under Good Shepherd’s Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies License #SB121391 and the account with ONE LICENSE, License 
#739070-A 
 
 

*******************************************   
We extend a hearty welcome to our visitors. Please fill out a Pew card 

with your contact information. If there is any way we can be of service to 
you, please inform us. There are also Visitor Packets available. Please see 
someone at the Gathering Table if you are interested in more information. 

 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE – Good Shepherd ELC 
Feb 5 – 11:30 AM Communion 

Feb 12 – 11:30 AM Service 

Feb 19 – 11:30 AM Transfiguration of Our Lord, Communion 

Feb 22 – Ash Wednesday – Service at Good Shepherd 12 Noon 

        Ash Wednesday – Service at Calvary 7 PM 

Feb 26 – Lent 1 Sunday 11:30 AM Communion Good Shepherd 

 

 

 

CHANGE IN SERVICE TIME 

March 5th, 2023 our worship service time will be at 11 AM.  

This is a half hour sooner than we have been meeting. 

Please adjust your clocks so that you will be here to 

worship with us. 
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MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
March 1 – Wednesday Lenten Service at Good Shepherd 7 PM 

March 5 - Community Breakfast 8 AM – 10:30 AM Good Shepherd 

cost per person $10, children 12 and younger $5 

March 5 – 11:00 AM Lent 2 Sunday, Communion Good Shepherd 

March 8 – Wednesday Lenten Service at Calvary Lutheran 7 PM 

March 12 – 11:00 AM Lent 3 Worship Service Good Shepherd  

(Daylight Savings – move your clocks forward by one hour) 

March 15 – Wednesday Lenten Service at Good Shepherd 7 PM 

March 19 – 11:00 AM Lent 4 Communion Service Good Shepherd 

March 22 – Wednesday Lenten Service at Calvary 7 PM 

March 26 – 11:00 AM Lent 5 Worship Service Good Shepherd 

March 29 -  Wednesday Lenten Service at Good Shepherd 7 PM 

 

APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
April 2 - Community Breakfast 8 AM – 10:30 AM – Good Shepherd 

cost per person $10, children 12 and younger $5 

       Sunday School / Pre-School Easter Egg Hunt 10 AM 

April 2 – PALM SUNDAY Communion Service 11:00 AM Good Shepherd 

April 6 – Maundy Thursday Communion 7 PM at Good Shepherd 

April 7 – Good Friday Communion 7 PM at Calvary Lutheran  

April 9 – EASTER Communion 11:00 AM at Good Shepherd  

April 16 – Easter 2 11:00 AM Good Shepherd 

April 23 – Easter 3 11:00 AM Good Shepherd 

 

2022 Contribution Statements have been printed or sent via Email. 
Printed ones are available at the Church on Sunday services. Check 
your Email if you don’t see a printed version. If you missed getting a 
copy, either email or printed, contact Dale Nelson, 610-462-2475 
or dalenel@ptd.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dalenel@ptd.net
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Doors open at 6:30 PM          

WEEKLY FRIDAY SOCIALS  -  EVERYONE WELCOME - 

BRING FRIENDS 
 February 3 BINGO Night 

 February 10 Movies 

 February 17 Games Night 

Note: our Friday Socials will take time off during Lent, but will start in 

April. 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY Wednesday evenings  
One of our study resources is the BIBLE FOR DUMMIES – thought-

provoking stories of the Bible for historial information and spiritual 

guidance.   

 
 
 
Bible Study will take time off for Lent since we will have Wednesday 
evening services. Last study is February 15 until April.   
 
 
Council please note the February meeting on Tuesday February 21  

will be at 6 PM in the Conference Room. We will have guests  
from the Muhlenberg Police Department.  
 

2023 Council Members 

President – Lynn Shollenberger  Vice President – Gary O’Brien 

Secretary – Cathy Meck   (Treasurer – John Wanner) 

Officers – James Culley      Rodney Haupt     Helenna Lutz      

Duane Mauer Betty Nelson      Allyn Swavely      Harry Walters 
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Pastor is looking for candidates for first communion. Parents of any 
students between Kindergarten and second grade are welcome to contact 
Pastor Lauren Blatt to register them for the classes.  

Call the office 610-926-4201 or email the Pastor directly at 
pastorblatt@gmail.com to have her contact you with the details. 
 

 

Food Pantry   Thursday February 16  
The Muhlenberg Churches collaborative food distribution ministry is 

held here at Good Shepherd Lutheran on the 3rd Thursday of the month. In 

addition to the food that is received from Helping Harvest are the dry goods 

and canned food that are collected at the local churches and civic 

organizations. If you would like to support this collaborative ministry, bring 

in your donations and place them on the white stand in the Gathering Area. 

Thank you for responding to God’s call to “feed my sheep.” 

 

 

Prayer Chain Information 
Please remember the following in your prayers:  

(names removed due to placement on public website.) 

    

    

  

  
 

mailto:pastorblatt@gmail.com
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             Hope Rescue Mission 
 

Hope Rescue Mission – Reading, PA 

contacted Good Shepherd asking our 

members to donate used/new clothing to 

their mission. Hope Rescue is a non-for-profit 

that is funded by the community.” 

 
Hope Rescue Mission is having a clothing drive 

for men, women and children’s items. We are asked to bring in used:- 
clothing   shoes   coats 
belts    hats   scarves 
purses   sheets  blankets.  

They will accept all seasons of clothing.  
 
They are also in need of men’s new  underwear, undershirts, and 
sweatpants in all sizes from small to XXXL. Please separate the new 
from the used clothing. 
 

There will be a container inside the entry to the Narthex / 
Gathering Area. Please put your bags of clothing in the containers. 
One for used, one for new. Hope sends a sincere “thank you” for all 
your gifts. 
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Looking for sponsors 

 

It is a new year. Please check our Bulletin 

and Flowers sponsor book in the 

Gathering area. There are many open 

weeks for you to sponsor one or more 

items for our Worship service.  

 

 

 

 

 Easter Plants – there will be a form in 

the bulletins starting March 5th to 

order plants for the Altar at Easter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cleopold73/3682291093/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://gardening.stackexchange.com/questions/20363/what-is-this-plant-with-yellow-flowers-on-long-stems
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/moonrat/6325059842/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/moonrat/6325059842/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4201 Stoudt's Ferry Bridge Road 

Reading, Pa.  19605 
Church Office     610-926-4201 

Email: gselc4201@gmail.com     Website:  goodshepherdelc.org 
 

mailto:gselc4201@gmail.com

