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The Shepherd’s Call

Advent Prayer
Stir up your power, Lord Jesus Christ
and come.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God,
to prepare the way of your only Son.
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God
and open our ears to the words of your prophets.
Stir up your power, Lord Jesus Christ
and come.
As we enter the season of Advent, we enter a new year of being
church together and we remember the new way that God came to be
present among us through the birth of his son Jesus. Although the people of Israel
had waited and prayed for the coming of the Messiah, they were surprised when
God answered their prayers with the birth of his one and only Son Jesus to a
lowly teenage girl. And I believe that it would be fair to say, that the people of
Israel were surprised with pretty much everything Jesus did and said including his
death and resurrection.
As we begin this new church year together, we ask God to stir things up
and come and we may all have preconceived notions of what we believe that may
look like or what we may want that to look like. But, our God is a God of
surprises; a God who comes to us in unexpected ways and in unexpected places.
So prepare to be surprised with what God has in store for us for the coming year.
Especially when during this Advent season, we have asked God to use God’s
power to stir things up. Be ready for God to answer our prayers. Be ready for God
to surprise us when God begins to stir up the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives
and in our church to do God’s will here on Earth.
Stir up your power Lord God and come!!
Pastor Denise
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Worship and Music Notes
December Sundays:
Dec 2nd – Advent I, Communion 8:15 and 10:30 AM with Baptism at 10:30,
Congregational Meeting after Worship Service
Dec. 9th – Advent II, Guest Pastor, Tim Garmen
Dec. 16th – Advent III, Worship with Congregational Meeting following
Sanctuary Planning / Decorating – lunch provided
Secret Santa exchange in Fellowship Hall
Christmas Caroling 6 PM – meet at Fellowship Hall
Dec 23 – Advent IV, Children Singing at 10:30 service
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Communion Services 4 PM, 7 PM (family), 9 PM
Dec 30 – Christmas Service of Carols with communion
Preparation Sunday: Dec. 16th
After the service and congregational meeting, please join us to decorate
the church for Christmas. We need help with the tree, wreaths, pew
candles, and window decorations. Pizza will be provided. Also we can
use help after the service on Jan. 6 to take down the decorations.

Christmas Eve Services: This year we will have 3 communion services
at 4, 7, and 9PM. We need ushers and communion assistants for these
services. Ushers can contact Garry Forrer. Communion assistants can
contact Betty Nelson.

DECEMBER “JINGLE” OFFERING
“Jingle” Offering of November collected $ 117.23 to go to the Lutheran Disaster Relief.
December’s Jingle offering will be gathered on Sunday December 16th. Thanks to everyone
for supporting this ministry.
Bible Study Group – Monday, December 10th, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM. We will meet in
the Conference Room. Topic of study is the Book of Esther. Study will resume in
January.
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MARGHARITA’S FUND RAISER
The Margherita's fundraiser is over December 31st.
Those of you who are new to our congregation in the last two years may not know about
the special relationship Good Shepherd has with Mario, the owner of Margherita's. This
relationship has prompted him to be generous in helping our church with these fundraisers
many times over the years. Mario gives the church 15% of the amount on all MATCHED
coupons, less alcohol and taxes.
Thank you to those who have dined at Margherita's since October 1st, used a fundraiser
coupon at checkout, and have returned their half, or halves, to church. There is an envelope
marked Margherita's on the bulletin board over the drinking fountain in the gathering area for
your half. I encourage you, especially if you have never dined at Margherita's, to go there and
enjoy a meal, pizza or a sub sandwich. Please remember to take along a coupon, located in a
basket on the left hand bench in the narthex. Hand it to the cashier, they will fill it out and
keep their half. The benefit to our church happens when you hand the whole coupon to the
cashier and remember to bring your half back to church.
Thank you, your friend in Christ, Barbara Greth

S A M P L E

C O U P O N

MARGHERITA’S
GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Fund Raiser
October 1 – December 31, 2018
Amount
Number XXX
Date used
Hand This Coupon to Cashier

MARGHERITA’S
GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Fund Raiser
October 1 – December 31, 2018
Amount
Number XXX
Date used
Return This Coupon to CHURCH

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Call 610-926-4201
Good Shepherd
Preschool is
Church website is
registering students for
www.goodshepherdelc.org
the
or email at
2018/2019 school year
gselc4201@gmail.com
Preschool has a few openings for children to register for the
2018/2019 school year. Tuesdays and Thursdays we have 2½ hour classes
for children that were 3 by August 31st. On Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, we have 2½ hour classes for children that were 4 by August 31 st.
If you know anyone who is interested in attending Preschool, please
have them contact Rebecca Watson at slw0219@comcast.net or call the
church at 610-926-4201.
You can get more information about preschool at the church website www.goodshepherdelc.org/good-shepherd-preschool
or at our Facebook page – www.facebook.com/gspreschool
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Kid’s Korner- Before and After School Program
This program is ongoing for the school year. We offer a fun, safe
and loving environment in which children can be creative of play
while their parents are working. If you or anyone you know would be
interested please contact Rebecca Watson for availability.
- At 610-926-4201, ext. 207 (church)
- Or email at slw0219@comcast.net
- The church website www.goodshepherdelc.org
- And our Facebook page, Good Shepherd Kid’s Korner

Come Join Us ---- Work on Property
In November, the property crew worked on the parking
lot to close off the Tuckerton Road exit. There were
lots of other work tasks that needed to be done to get
the church ready for the winter cold and the Holiday
season.
This group schedules work days every 3rd Saturday of the month, from 8 AM to Noon.
They invite everyone to join as they endeavor to maintain the beautiful grounds and
building.
On December 15th they are planning another work day. They would like some extra hands
to help. You don’t have to be a “handy” person or have work experience in the trades.
Some of what they do is dusting and polishing furniture and brass work, keeping the
sanctuary sparkling; making sure the rooms are neat, and touch up areas of wear and tear
as needed. They feel obligated to keep God’s house maintained as if it was their own
home. Come out and join the crew. It’s not just a guy thing – women are welcome too.

SPECIAL REQUEST
If your committee has any announcements for the congregation, please
make sure this information is sent to me via email at
jlforrer1975@gmail.com no later than the 3rd Sunday of each month.
Most of the information in this newsletter has been gotten from the
Sunday bulletin except for the few people who actually send me their articles. In order to
keep the entire congregation abreast of all the events at church, the newsletter is the perfect
vehicle for this. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
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Fellowship Events
Our next volleyball fun night is Wednesday December 12th and then
again not until January 2nd due to the Christmas season. We will get
together from 7 – 9 P.M. We will meet in the fellowship hall first to
eat then walk over to the multi ministry hall for a night of volleyball
competition. All are welcome to join us every other Wednesday night for
our volleyball fun night in the multi ministry hall from 7:00 – 9:00! As always food and
drinks will be served. We generally have sandwiches and snacks to eat; along with water,
lemonade, orange drink and ice tea to drink. If you enjoy to laugh this is the place to be!
Please plan to join us Saturday December 8th 2018 from 7:00 – 11:00
A.M. for our monthly all you can eat breakfast! Enjoy scrambled eggs,
southwest scrambled eggs, hash browns, French toast, sausage, bacon,
and
toast, cookies, coffee and orange juice! Wow! All this food and service
with a smile for only $6.00! Children age 4 – 10 are only $5.00 and 3
years and under are free! Everyone is welcome so please bring a friend! Stop in for a warm
breakfast before heading out to continue your Christmas shopping!

From the entire Fellowship Committee we wish you a:
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Once again the youth were busy during the month of November! We kicked off the
month with our churches annual Pumpkin Festival. We once again were manning the stands
in the Children’s Carnival.
We were busy working on tie blankets for our homeless veterans in our community. We
only have 4 more to complete until we can cover our local veterans with blessing and love in
these nice warm blankets.
We were able to deliver some of our tie blankets to a couple of our shut-ins on Sunday
November 18th. Everyone who received one so far loved them! I will attempt to deliver the
remaining blankets to the rest of our shut-ins before the really cold weather decides to stick
around.
We will end the month with a movie night on Friday November 30th as we attempt to
watch “God’s Not Dead 3 A light in the Darkness” again. Hopefully this time the DVD will
cooperate!
We were so happy to have a handful of excited Secret Santa’s be part of our first ever
secret Santa gift exchange. We will be exchanging our gifts on Sunday December 16th! We
will exchange our gifts right after the congregational meeting in the fellowship hall.
Once again we will be traveling to The American Music Theatre on Friday 12/28/18 in
Lancaster for their annual Christmas show. This year’s theme is “The First Noel”. Again we
have the first and second rows in the center orchestra seating area. We purchased 33 tickets
and only have 9 available for purchase yet. Tickets are $35.00 per adult and children 17 and
under are $18.00. It’s never too early to start your Christmas shopping. Why not get that
loved one a ticket to the show! So see Kathlynn today or sign up at the youth bulletin board
to reserve your seat before they are all gone.
Our next Youth Ministry committee meeting is on Tuesday December 4th at 7:30 P.M.
Any youth in 5th grade through college is welcome to join us! We will need help planning
some new & great events for the beginning of 2019!
If you ever have a question with a youth event please don’t hesitate to contact me on my
cell phone at 610-207-0699. If I am not able to take your call at that moment please leave me
a message and I will get back to you. If you are on Facebook be sure to like and to follow us
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Youth Group! Remember Youth Ministry is open to
youth from 5th grade and up including our college kids! God doesn’t have an age limit to
enjoy his love and neither do we! We always love to have more of our church family join us
for our events!
I would like to personally wish all my youth and college kids a very Merry Christmas and
A Happy 2019 New Year!
Kathlynn
AKA Mama Knarr
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I am sorry to keep this in the newsletter but there are so many of you
that are not signed up to this system yet! This is the best way to
receive all our updated events and cancellations! Get connected now
before you miss out on the next activity! Need to know when the next LYO event is or if
you have CAT Class? Try our Text Alert System. It’s easy and free to sign-up! We’ll
send out texts to remind you of events. To sign-up, please send a text to 81010 and
message: @gselcyouth! Sign-up today and get connected. This is the best way to hear
about schedule changes especially once winter weather comes around!

November - December
Christmas Card Drive for Veterans during the month of
November through December 9th: Once again the youth
will be doing a Christmas card drive for the Veterans! A
lot of these men and women do not receive even a card for
Christmas. So we would like to be sure they know they are
not forgotten and we are grateful for their service.
Please go to the dollar store and purchase a box of card sign each card with a
Christmas Message or just thank them for their service and sign your name to
the card. Last year we helped to break a record of over 10,000 cards that were
distributed to our veterans. They were so happy to receive each and every one!
If you don’t want to buy them homemade cards are very much appreciated as
well!

December Activities
Tuesday December 4th at 7:30 P.M. Youth Ministry
Committee Meeting in the conference room: All youth 5th
grade and above are invited to join us. We will be planning
events for the upcoming New Year! We are always looking for
fresh ideas! Please come and get involved with your youth ministry program!
This ministry is nothing without YOU!
The Youth Ministry Has adopted 3 families this Christmas
season from Mark Rozzi’s Office! Please help us out as this is
very important to us that they have a very Merry Christmas!
We need all gifts wrapped and back to church no later than December 9th!
Kathlynn will be delivering them to Mark Rozzi’s office on December 10th!
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts! Please see Kathlynn in the
gathering area after the 10:30 worship service to select a special someone!
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Sunday December 16th right after worship and our
congregational meeting we will meet in the Fellowship Hall:
Secret Santa gift exchange! Find out today after church who
you’re secret Santa was and put a smile on your face as well as
your church brother or sister!
Christmas Caroling Sunday evening December 16th from
6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.: All are welcome to join us as we
travel around our community singing Christmas Carols to
our neighbors and sharing information on our upcoming
Christmas worship schedules. This is always a fun night we
look forward to having you all join us. After an hour of caroling we come back
and enjoy Hot Cocoa, Milk and Cookies. Who knows maybe even Santa will join us
in our excursion! Please sign up at the youth bulletin board so we are sure to
have enough song books and refreshments after.
Monday December 24th at 1:00 P.M.: We will once again
be setting up the luminaries around the church for our
Christmas Eve worship services. This is a CAT Class
project to help earn points.
Friday 12/28/18 American Music Theatre Christmas
Show presents “The First Noel”: This year we purchased
33 tickets at $35.00 per adult and $18.00 per child 17 and
under. We again have the 1st and 2nd center orchestra
seating for this show. We only have 9 tickets left for
this event! We will be meeting at the church at 4:30 P.M. and travel to Cracker
Barrel which is right across the street from the theatre for dinner. The show
begins at 7:30 P.M. Please sign up at the youth bulletin board. This is always a
great show! Be sure to join us we always have a great time! Please see Kathlynn
or Joe with any questions.

Looking to the future in 2019
Thursday January 10th 2019 from 7-9 p.m.: Yep believe it or
not we are going to begin mixing and forming our Easter Candy.
So if you receive a new hand mixer for Christmas and don’t want
your old one we would be glad to take it off your hands. Please
understand that our mixing could burn out the motor of your hand mixer that’s
is why we are asking for them only if you do not intend on receiving your mixer
back.
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Sunday January 13th 2019 from 4 – 6 p.m. La Rae Painting
Party: We will be painting this adorable penguin. Lisa is a
fantastic instructor and will be showing us how to paint on
canvas. The cost is $12.00 per person. Everyone 10 years and up
is invited to join us. Please bring a refreshment to share with
the group. You must sign up ahead of time so we are sure to
have enough supplies for everyone. Please sign up at the youth bulletin board.
Friday Night January 28th from 7 – 9 P.M.: Please join us for
family game night in the fellowship hall. We will be putting up a
sign up sheet closer to the date! All are welcome to join us for
this fun filled night of completion!
Saturday Evening February 9th from 7:00 P.M. –
9:00 P.M. join us for an evening with Award
Winning Elvis Tribute Artist Jeffrey Crick, Jr.!
Jeff is being gracious and splitting the proceeds
from this benefit concert with our youth ministry! The youth
ministry in turn is donating all the proceeds they receive from
this event to help in the fight against childhood cancer. We
will be donating our money to Penn State Berks THON! Tickets will go on sale
during the Pumpkin Festival on November 4th over at the Children’s Carnival
Area. Tickets are $10.00 in advance and $12.00 at the door. Please help to
support this great cause!

PRAISE BAND
Saturday December 15th at 6:00 P.M. our contemporary
service will be a Christmas Contemporary worship service.
We will be singing all contemporary Christmas hymns. Last
year our service was most inspiring as we anticipated the
birth of our Lord! This years’ service should offer the same
inspiration! Don’t miss out bring a friend!
The band rehearses Wednesday evenings in the band room from 7 – 9 p.m.
Please see Kathlynn or call Michael Knarr at 610-207-0690 for any questions.
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College Ministry
I am still looking for a lot of address of our college students!
Please email me at kknarr.gfs@gmail.com with your child’s
college mailing address. If you think I already have it please
send it to me again just to be sure I have the correct address just
in case anything may have changed. I don’t want anyone to miss
out on getting mail from us and letting them know we are
thinking of them. In your email please include their mailing address, year of college they are
in, what they are studying, and their birthday. Any other interests they have that you would
like to share would also be appreciated! This program is for commuters as well as living on
campus students and also any military service personnel.

From The Entire Youth Ministry
Program
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COMMUNITY NEWS
See the Flyers on the bulletin boards with order information
slips– bottom tear-off info - and order forms.

Holiday Wreath Sale to benefit West Berks District Mission
Family Promise of Berks County
Order by email: sales @waterfallgdns.com or by phone - call 610-777-5159
Wreath A: 22” diameter Price $20
($10 goes to Family Promise)
Wreath B: 26” diameter Price $25 ($10 goes to FP)
Wreath C: 28” diameter Price $40 ($15 goes to FP)
Window Spray: width @ 36” Price $10 ($5 goes to FP)
PLACE ORDERS BY WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 28TH
PURCHASES PICK-UP 8 AM – 2 PM at Gallen Insurance,
2237 Lancaster Pike,
Shillington, PA
Pick-up days - Sunday 11/25, Saturday 12/1 and Sunday 12/2

New – Used Coats
and New Socks (all sizes)
Cups of Compassion
We are participating again this year in Cups of
Compassion. It is an annual winter ministry in downtown
Reading to help nourish the homeless in our community through
compassion and kindness. Good Shepherd is collecting gently
used or new coats for all ages to be distributed at the event on
12/20. There are three boxes throughout church marked coats for
your donations.

TABS FOR CANCER There is a new container in the
Gathering Area. We have been asked to help collect “tabs” from any
type of aluminum cans – soda, pet food, soup, snack food, etc. The tabs
are being given to a cancer survivor who is trying to help defray costs of
treatment for the Cancer Society clients. This will be an ongoing
project. Please save your tabs! Thanks.
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Important information!!!! Please sign up and be connected to Good Shepherd
Evangelical Lutheran Church! Sign up and join from your cell phone! It’s easy and free
as long as you have unlimited texting on your cell phone plan! Never miss another church
service, meeting or event because you weren’t sure of the date and time! You will get
reminders from GSELC! Join today! Any questions see Kathlynn Knarr or Lynn
Shollenberger!

Sign up for important
updates from GSELC!
Get information for GSELC right on your phone—not on handouts or the bulletin!
Pick a way to receive messages for GSELC:

If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications.
Text the message @7b62f8a to the number 81010.
If you’re having trouble with 81010, try texting @7b62f8a to (484) 577-2992.
* Standard text message rates apply.
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Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/7b62f8a on a desktop computer to sign up for email
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