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The Shepherd’s Call

Psalm 96
1

Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.

2

Sing to the Lord, praise his name;
proclaim his salvation day after day.
3
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
In so many ways music touches our lives with melodies and words
that express at a deeper level how we praise God’s name, proclaim God’s
salvation and declare God’s glory. This summer, we will be using your
favorite hymns in worship. A hymn being defined as a song of praise to God,
which may or may not appear in one of our Lutheran hymnals.

Instead of just one Sunday of favorite hymn singing, we will be using all
your requests throughout the summer. There will be an insert in the Sunday
bulletin to fill out and place in the offering plate during the first three Sundays in
June. We will begin the favorite hymn singing on the first Sunday in July.

All requests are welcome!!

Pastor Denise
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Sunday, June 3rd - Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the welfare
of all. God delivered the Israelites out of slavery, so they should not ever work anyone
else seven days a week. Even slaves should be able to rest; even resident aliens. Yet
human beings can turn even the most liberating religious practice into a life-destroying
rule. Jesus does not reject sabbath-keeping, but defends its original life-enhancing
meaning. Our worship and our religious way of life are to lead to the hungry being fed
and the sick being healed.
The readings for today are: Deuteronomy 5:12-15 The commandment regarding the sabbath
Psalm 81:1-10 Raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. (Ps. 81:1)
2 Corinthians 4:5-12 Treasure in clay jars
Mark 2:23--3:6 Doing the work of God on the sabbath
Sunday, June 10th – A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this
observation in light of charges that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by
the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to
Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we
sing and pray this day are sisters and brothers of the Lord. With them we go forth in peace to
do the will of God.
The readings for today are: Genesis 3:8-15 God confronts Adam and Eve in the garden
Psalm 130 Wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love. (Ps. 130:7)
2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1 Renewed in the inner nature
Mark 3:20-35 Doing the work of God as brothers and sisters of Christ
Sunday, June 17th – The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling
ancient images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus
finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the
way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross
around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism,
the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not
appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.
The readings for today are: Ezekiel 17:22-24 The sign of the cedar, planted on the mountain
of Israel
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of
Lebanon. (Ps. 92:12)
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 In Christ, a new creation
Mark 4:26-34 The parable of the mustard seed
Sunday, June 24th – Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation! Now we are in
the storm, the boat almost swamped; but Jesus is here now, and when we call him he will
calm the storm. Even the wind and waves listen to him as they would to their creator. We also
listen to him and are called to believe in the power of God’s word in him, a power greater
than all that we fear.
The readings for today are: Job 38:1-11 The creator of earth and sea
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 You stilled the storm and silenced the waves of the
sea. (Ps. 107:29)
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 Paul’s defense of his ministry
Mark 4:35-41 Christ calming the sea
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LOOKING FORWARD TO SUMMER
Sunday June 10th – 10:30 to 3:00 PM 50’s DRIVE IN DINER!!!!!
June 14th – START OF SUMMER DAY CAMP
Saturday June 30th – Fightin’ Phils baseball game – tickets will be available

Notes from the Council Meeting:
New Business –
- Council approved the Children’s Programs (new title for Kids Korner, Pre-School and
Summer Camp combined programs) Yard Sale to be held September 8th at the church.
-

Council approved the purchase of headset microphones for Youth use.

- Council approved use of Endowment Fund money for this year’s project to upgrade lights
throughout the building and parking area.
- Council is looking into soundproofing material for Multi-Ministries Hall. If you or
someone you know has acoustical experience, please contact the council to discuss this
project. Project funding will be covered by money from Children’s Programs and specified
donations to the Memorial Funds.
- Council discussed and approved a policy for hourly staff time-off / vacation pay per fiscal
year.
- Council approved use of the church building and parking area for a “Thank-You”
celebration party for Riley Rejniak (who is presently cancer free from his treatments) to be
held on August 25th.
Finance Report
General Fund -

Finances reported as of April 30th showed an income of $19,019.11 with
expenditures of $15,760.05 giving us a surplus of $3259.06 (because it was
a 5 week month with Easter). Year to date the general fund had an income
of $62,365.42 with expenses being $75,635.29 leaving a deficit of $13,269.87.
Line of Credit
From January to April 2018, $13,160.32 had been borrowed. May
Estimates project a deficit of -$1,868.74, which would require us to
borrow again from the line of credit.
Mortgage payments Thus far this year have totaled $17,011.00 (which breaks down to
$4,315.00 principle and interest payment per month) with contributions in
April being only $3,663.00. Borrowing from Mission 1 account made up
the deficit of -$652.00.
The above information leads council to take action to inform the congregation of this situation.
The council believes another special program is needed to reduce the deficit before the end of the
year. We encourage our congregational members to meet their pledge amounts as they had
estimated doing for this year.
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Monthly Work on Property
The property committee will hold work days every month
for the rest of the summer and fall on the 3rd Saturday of
each month starting at 8AM to Noon. We invite everyone to join us as we endeavor to
keep up with the maintenance of our beautiful grounds and building. On June 16th, we
will again meet to work on this continuing project.

Report from the Western Berks Mission District Spring Assembly
We welcomed about 65 people for our Ascension Worship service. We collected
$490 in offering which was sent to Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in Baltimore, the
ministry chosen by our guest preacher, the Rev. Laura Sinche. This church serves an
impoverished community and is making a difference in their neighborhood.
At the Assembly, Pastor Mark Rigg from Advent Lutheran Church in West Lawn
was elected to serve as our Dean. Rev. Rachael Dietz, Judy Stoudt and Deacon Kathy
Yenser were elected to the WBMD Council. Rev. June Bair was re-elected as our liaison to
the Synod Council. Steve Barnett was elected as our lay male voting member to the 2019
Churchwide Assembly and Larry Grybosky will be our alternate if Steve cannot go.
We heard a report from Rev. Mary Wolfe as she completed her second term as Dean;
we are grateful for her faithful service. Associate to the Bishop, Rev. John Richter reported on
the status of WBMD congregations in transition.

A challenge grant from the Reading Lutheran Parish was offered as we try to raise
funds to support Camp Noah which will be held in Reading this August for children who fled
Puerto Rico following last year’s devastating hurricanes. The RLP will match up
to $5,000 in donations for Camp Noah. Please find a creative way that your congregation
might help or, if you’re not feeling too creative - just take a special offering to support Camp
Noah and your gifts will be doubled through the grant! Checks can be made payable to and
sent to WBMD and we will forward the funds plus the match to Camp Noah.
A resolution was brought to the floor of the Assembly tasking the WBMD Council
with prioritizing the importance of ministry to the poor and to find effective ways to use
WBMD resources to support ministries helping people in need. The resolution carried
unanimously; the WBMD staff and Dean Rigg are on board. Thus, we (Dean, staff, and
Assembly members) encourage all WBMD congregations to reconsider their support of
our Lutheran Pantries. Donations to this ministry have been waning as the need in the areas
being served has grown. Can you find a time before the end of 2018 to do a special food &
funds collection to help feed our hungry neighbors? We are in this ministry together!
God’s work. Our hands.

SUMMER SERVICES
Beginning on Sunday June 3rd. The time for the service will be changed to 9:30 AM, which
will mean that the 8:15 AM communion services on the first Sundays will be discontinued for
Summer. Also we will be using the 10th setting for the service during June, July and August.
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Good Shepherd is ‘home’ to Pound!!!
.
Pound is a full body workout that combines cardio, Pilates, plyometrics, isometric
movements and poses to strengthen and scope your physique through constant drumming with
Ripstixs. There are modifications for everyone; it truly is a work out format that has a ‘stage
for every age!’
Classes will be held Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:30 PM to 7:30
PM and Saturday mornings at 9:00 AM. Please bring a yoga mat and a bottle of water. Each
class is $10. The instructor will provide the Ripstix.
All class information will be posted on the Facebook page created by the instructor. Please
check it out and ‘like’ it if you wish to join in the fun!

Worship And Music Notes
The Altar Guild needs you. We are looking for
more members for our
Altar Guild. Members set up the sanctuary for services (usually on a Friday or
Saturday) and clean up after the service. The procedures are well documented and you
will work with existing members to learn them. The time required is 1 to 2 hours about
once a month. With enough new members, an individual would need to serve less
frequently. Contact Betty Ledig at bettyledig@frontiernet.com for more information.
Donations needed - Together as the Northeastern PA Synod, we can make a difference. At
this year’s synod assembly, we will be engaged in a number of service projects to support our
neighbors in Wilkes-Barre’s and beyond. Donations of bath towels, wash-cloths, bars of
soap, combs, toothbrushes, and nail clippers are needed to assemble health kits for Lutheran
Disaster Relief and the Orphan Grain Train. Also, jars of peanut butter and jelly are being
collected to donate to the Weinberg Food Pantry. Collection boxes will be available in the
Gathering Area starting next week and will remain there through June 3rd.

JINGLE OFFERING FOR JUNE
The Jingle Offering for June will be received on June 17th. The recipient this
month will be the Opportunity House to defray some of the cost of the meal we will
be serving. Please be as generous as possible when the bucket comes your way.
Thank you.

From Social Ministry, Food Pantry
Summer is here! The children are out of school. That means they will be
spending more time around home. Food Pantry would welcome your
donation of snack items for the June 21, July 19 and August 16 donations.
Also, cereal! We never seem to have enough cereal to give out. As usual, the pantry is always
in need of items that can’t be purchased with food stamps: paper goods (tissues, paper towels,
TP), detergent (dish and laundry) , bath soap bars or gel, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and
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tooth brushes. You know those tooth brushes you get after a dental cleaning? They are perfect
for pantry. Donations can be placed on the white shelves in the gathering area. Thank you!

Rethinking what it means to be Church today!
Join in the conversation on the second Tuesday of the month to help us rethink what it
means to be Church today. Our next meeting will be on June 12th from 7:00 -7:45 PM.
On April 10, 2018, members of the congregation engaged in conversation in response to the
th
7 chapter of Kelly Fryer’s book Reclaiming the “C” word: Daring to be Church
Again. Below are some quotes from the book and members reflections. Thanks to all who
participated.

Daring to be Surprised
Chapter 7


They will celebrate every surprising disaster because it means that someone tried to make
something happen …someone dared to dream and then someone dared to do it. (p.91)
Reflections:
What are things that we have dreamed to do that did not work out?
Did we celebrate, if not how did we respond?
Pre-School/KidsKorner/Camp Sunday – keep trying and adjusting – blended
with VBS
Contemporary Service – keep trying
Failure teaches us things – need to find the lessons
Multi-ministry room for Senior Daycare – found out the regulations put it
beyond our reach



When the Holy Spirit showed up in the life of that early church, something new
happened. (p.92)
Reflections:
The Holy Spirit is here at Good Shepherd; what do you believe the Holy Spirit
is nudging us to do?
Change – dream about it
Get involved in ministries such as Camp Noah
Puppet Ministry
Deepening our relationships both within the church and with the community
Be challenged and don’t be afraid to do new things
To move forward despite our financial problems.
Keep moving forward – working on living God’s word and things will work out
Be a community in here
Bringing in new members
Get involved in WBMD ministries such as Camp Noah



What does it mean [for us] to stand on grace (p.96)
Try without fear of failure
Be encouraging to those who try new things
It’s okay to fail – Jesus is there to pick us up
Don’t be fearful, be willing to do things you have never done before – ex. New
committee, take a new responsibility with the church
To be willing to take a chance
To have the faith in the Holy Spirit that “IF” we make a mistake – at least we
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tried and will be forgiven
Our faith leads us with grace and GOD’s abundance



What are we afraid of? (p.97)
Failure
We are afraid of failure so we are fearful to be adventurous
Rejection
Criticism
Finances - Not having enough money.
Change
What is the worst that could happen … And is that so bad?
For some people, moving forward even a little may be too much

PRESCHOOL NEWS
Preschool Teacher Needed
Part time, enthusiastic and compassionate Preschool Teacher needed for our 45 year old classes for this coming school year ('18/'19), with teaching
credentials preferably in the field of Early Childhood. Experience in a
preschool program is desirable and current clearances a must. Our 4
year old classes are on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, morning
and afternoon. Extended hours are possible. Job runs from late August
to the very beginning of June. If interested please contact Rebecca
Watson at 610-926-4201 ext 207 or slw0219@comcast.net.

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION OPEN
Preschool is now registering 2018/2019 school year. We have
2 ½ hour classes for children turning 3 by August 31 on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. And we have 2 ½ hour classes for children turning 4 by
August 31 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. If you know anyone who is interested,
please have them contact Rebecca Watson at slw0219@comcast.net or call the church at 610926-4201. You can get more information about preschool at the church website –
https://weww.goodshepherdelc.org/good-shepherd-preschool.html or at our Facebook page –
https://www.facebook.com/gspreschool.
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Muhlenberg Summer Day Camp
@ Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Open to children ages 6-12
June 14- August 23
Dates and field trips are tentative

Field Trips
Pioneer Coal Mine
Citizens Bank Park Tour
Reading Fightin’ Phils Game
DaVinci Science Center
Pride of the Susquehanna
(Riverboat)

We also feature art projects,
cooking, music, sports, science,
games and more. Our camp
goes swimming every week as
well as bowling and to the
movies every other week.

For more information, contact:
Watson at 610-926-4201 ext.207
Slw0219@comcast.net

Becky

****Please note that the opening date of camp has been changed from June 11 th
to June 14th. This change has been made due to Muhlenberg School District
extending school to make up snow days. The first week will only be 2 days long
to allow the camp staff to prepare for all summers activities. Due to the
shortened week, the camp fee will be $50.00 for week #1.

Kid’s Korner- Before and After School Program
We are now excepting registrations from our existing families, church
members and new families. We offer a fun, safe and loving
environment in which children can be creative or play while their
parents are working. If you or anyone you know would be interested
please contact Rebecca Watson at 610-926-4201 ext. 207 or email at
slw0219@comcast.net.
You can also check us out on the church website www.goodshepherdelc.org
and our Facebook page, Good Shepherd Kid’s Korner.
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Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today?
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, is
pleased to offer a preventive health event at Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran
Church on 7/6/2018. Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems
related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms
which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong
predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to
stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of
osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take
60-90 minutes to complete.
Three ways to register:
•
•
•

Call toll-free: 866-229-0469
Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
Text: the word circle to 797979

Witness Committee Notes
Be on the lookout for new "Care Cards" in the corner cupboard of the Gathering Area. The
subjects range from prayers for healing to general well wishes to wishes for children. You
can write you own message inside and hand them to people as a faith resource or mail them in
a long envelope. The Witness Committee has purchased these thanks to a donor, and the
money did not come from the church treasury. We will monitor the use of them and
determine if this ought to be an ongoing resource made available to the congregation.
We also have assembled a number of "Visitor Bags," which will be given to visitors at
worship when we can identify them. Thus we need your help in pointing out new people at
our services. These bags contain simple things like tissues, hand sanitizer, a bookmark, and
other assorted items. A booklet about Good Shepherd is among the contents.
Finally, if you miss seeing someone at worship who generally sits near you, please give that
person a call of concern and tell him or her that they are missed. If you do not care to do that,
please give Pastor Keltz a note with their name and your concern after the service.

I am sorry to keep this in the newsletter but there are so many of you
that are not signed up to this system yet! This is the best way to
receive all our updated events and cancellations! Get connected now
before you miss out on the next activity! Need to know when the next LYO event is?
Now there’s more ways than ever. Try our Text Alert System. It’s easy and free to
sign-up! We’ll send out texts to remind you of events. To sign-up, please send a text
to 81010 and message: @gselcyouth! Sign-up today and get connected. Don’t have
unlimited texts? No problem - call the church at 610-926-4201 and follow the
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automated prompts to hear the latest church announcements! This is the best way to
hear about schedule changes especially once winter weather comes around!

I would love to send out a huge thank you for all your get well wishes, prayers and cards
during my recent and continuing recovery from back surgery. It has meant the world to me
knowing I have my church family in my corner with me during my struggles.
June only has a couple of activities planned because of graduations and the beginning of
family vacations.
Our biggest event will be held on June 10th in the Fellowship Hall! We will be holding our
annual 50’s Drive-In Diner. This event is to fundraise to purchase new head microphones to
help with the praise band and youth during our worship services. So please come and support
this great event!
On June 30sth at 6:45 P.M. we will be sponsoring a family game night at our own Reading
Fightin Phillies! All seats are reserved in section 5 Green box seats rows 23 and 24 seats 1 –
11 in both rows. We have 22 seats available and are on a first come first served basis. All
seats are $9.00 each. This game is sponsored by the Elmwood Zoo and will conclude with a
Mega Blast Fireworks show! Please see Kathlynn or Joe with any questions.
Also please keep July 13th through July 15th open as we are looking to plan a cabin
camping weekend at Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park Camping Resort.
I would like to feature all our college and high school graduates in our July/August
newsletter. Please send your child’s or your information to me via email at
kknarr.gfs@gmail.com no later than 6/17/18.
The Youth Ministry kids would also like to wish all the Father’s a very Happy Father’s
Day on Sunday June 17th!
Our next Youth Ministry committee meeting is on Tuesday June 5th at 7:30 P.M. Any
youth in 5th grade through college is welcome to join us! We still need help planning some
new & great events for 2018!
If you ever have a question with a youth event please don’t hesitate to contact me on my
cell phone at 610-207-0699. If I am not able to take your call at that moment please leave me
a message and I will get back to you. If you are on Facebook be sure like to and follow us at
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Youth Group! Remember Youth Ministry is open to youth
from 5th grade and up including our college kids! God doesn’t have an age limit to enjoy his
love and neither do we! We always love to have more of our church family join us in our
events!
Kathlynn
AKA Mama Knarr

Ever wonder how
to get a church
event put on our
Facebook page for Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church?
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Please just email Kathlynn at kknarr.gfs@gmail.com and she will make sure it is advertised
on our page! So check us out and like our page!

June Activities
Friday June 1st Miniature Golf at Village Green in
Strasburg Lancaster County. We will meet here at the
church at 6:30 P.M. and then travel my car caravan to Village
Greens. We will eat there so please be sure to bring spending
money for dinner/snacks at their snack bar. Cost is $9.75 per
person, children 12 & under are only $8.00. If we have a group of 12 or more
the cost per person is only $7.50 per person. Please be sure to sign up at the
youth bulletin board so we are sure to have enough drivers.
Tuesday June 5th at 7:30 P.M.: Youth Ministry Committee will
be meeting in the conference room Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. Any
youth 5th grade and up may join us to help plan our events for
2018 and give opinions of past events. No need to sign up just
show up!
Sunday June 10th from 11:30 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. our Annual 50’s
Drive-In Diner! Please plan to join us for a great lunch
featuring our famous milkshakes and ice cream sodas! We will
have car side service or feel free to join us in the air
conditioned fellowship hall! All are welcome so bring a friend for lunch! All
proceeds from this event are going towards the purchase of new head set
microphones to be used by the youth for worship services.
Saturday June 30th Game Time 6:45 P.M. Reading Fightin
Phillies Game! We have 22 tickets available in rows 23 and 24 seats
1-11 in both rows in section 5 Green Box seats. All seats are
reserved and are only $9.00 each. Tickets are on a first come
basis. Please sign up at the youth bulletin board. Please see Kathlynn or Joe
with any questions.

PRAISE BAND
Our praise band will be taking a brake during the summer!
Please look for our next contemporary service to begin again
on Saturday evenings in the fall!
11

College Ministry
Please email me at kknarr.gfs@gmail.com with your
child’s college mailing address. If you think I already
have it please send it to me again just to be sure I have
the correct address just in case anything may have
changed. I don’t want anyone to miss out on getting
mail from us and letting them know we are thinking of them. In your email
please include their mailing address, year of college they are in, what they are
studying, and their birthday. Any other interests they have that you would like
to share would also be appreciated! This program is for commuters as well as
living on campus students and also any military service personnel.
Please notify me of any college or high school students that are graduating
this year 2018! I would like to high light them in our July/August
newsletter.
Please forward me all your child’s or your information by 6/17/18!

Fellowship Committee
The Fellowship Committee takes a break during the summer serving up
our monthly breakfasts! But please look for us to return again on
Saturday September 8th!

We will still be playing volleyball every other Wednesday night in June. We
will be eating first in the fellowship hall and then we will head over to the
multi ministry room for volleyball around 7:30. We will be getting together
on Wednesday nights June 13th and 27th! All are welcome to join us! We
generally have sandwiches and snacks to eat; along with water, lemonade,
orange drink and ice tea to drink. If you enjoy to laugh this is the place to be!
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Bring a friend the more the better!

The Good Shepherd Youth invite you to their annual

50’s Drive-In
Diner

th

Sunday, June 10
11:30 A.M. - 2:00 PM

Park in the parking lot for car service or eat
inside for some Nifty fun and air-conditioning!
We will be serving our famous milkshakes, hot
dogs, French fries, flavored sodas, burgers, and
more!
Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran church
4201 Stoudt’s Ferry Bridge Road, Muhlenberg Township
Please call Kathlynn at 610-926-4201 ext. 205 for more information
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Important information!!!! Please sign up and be connected to Good Shepherd
Evangelical Lutheran Church! Sign up and join from your cell phone! It’s easy and free
as long as you have unlimited texting on your cell phone plan! Never miss another church
service, meeting or event because you weren’t sure of the date and time! You will get
reminders from GSELC! Join today! Any questions see Kathlynn Knarr or Lynn
Shollenberger!

Sign up for important
updates from GSELC!
Get information for GSELC right on your phone—not on handouts or the bulletin!
Pick a way to receive messages for GSELC:

If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications.
Text the message @7b62f8a to the number 81010.
If you’re having trouble with 81010, try texting @7b62f8a to (484) 577-2992.
14

* Standard text message rates apply.

Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/7b62f8a on a desktop computer to sign up for email

 WEST BERKS MISSION DISTRICT 
Newsletter – June-July 2018
The West Berks Mission District is a coalition of area Lutheran churches working together to
do effective, cooperative ministry. YOU are a member of the West Berks Mission District!
The WBMD office is located in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1015 Windsor Street, Reading
PA 19604.
WBMD Director – Dawn Baxter Dawn@westberksmissiondistrict.org
Office Staff/ Bookkeeper - Jane McClellan Renner Jane@westberksmissiondistrict.org
Office Phone – 610-375-8303
Website: www.westberksmissiondistrict.org
__________________________________________________________________

West Berks Mission District
invites you to attend our
15Bear Creek Day Camp!

CAMP NOAH
August 13-17, 2018
at St. Luke’s Lutheran in
Reading PA
Lutherans of Berks County are organizing a
special Camp Noah for the children of families who
have relocated here from Puerto Rico after the
devastation of Hurricane Maria. According to Centro
Hispano, more than 350 families have arrived in our
local communities! Camp Noah is designed for
children who have experienced a disaster and is meant
to help them in their healing process.
VOLUNTEERS are needed. Please contact the
WBMD for more information if interested.

WBMD Music Camp
July 30 - August 3
9:00 AM to Noon
at Trinity Lutheran Church
130 S. Walnut Street Wernersville

For youth who’ve completed grade 1-6.
Show on Friday, August 3 at 1:00 PM
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Grace Malowa Favor
Johnson-Agiri
Born May 17, 2018
8 lbs. 6 oz.

Report from the WBMD Spring Assembly
We welcomed about 65 people for our
Ascension Worship service. We collected $490 in
offering which was sent to Amazing Grace Lutheran
Church in Baltimore, the ministry chosen by our guest
preacher, the Rev. Laura Sinche. This church serves
an impoverished community and is making a
difference in their neighborhood.
At the Assembly, Pastor Mark Rigg from
Advent Lutheran Church in West Lawn was elected to
serve as our Dean. Rev. Rachael Dietz, Judy Stoudt
and Deacon Kathy Yenser were elected to the WBMD
Council. Rev. June Bair was re-elected as our liaison
to the Synod Council. Steve Barnett was elected as
our lay male voting member to the 2019 Churchwide
Assembly and Larry Grybosky will be our alternate if
Steve cannot go.
We heard a report from Rev. Mary Wolfe as
she completed her second term as Dean; we are
grateful for her faithful service. Associate to the
Bishop, Rev. John Richter reported on the status of
WBMD congregations in transition.
A challenge grant from the Reading Lutheran
Parish was offered as we try to raise funds to support
Camp Noah which will be held in Reading this
August for children who fled Puerto Rico following
last year’s devastating hurricanes. The RLP will
match up to $5,000 in donations for Camp Noah.
Please find a creative way that your congregation
might help or, if you’re not feeling too creative - just
take a special offering to support Camp Noah and
your gifts will be doubled through the grant! Checks
can be made payable to and sent to WBMD and we
will forward the funds plus the match to Camp Noah.
A resolution was brought to the floor of the
Assembly tasking the WBMD Council with
prioritizing the importance of ministry to the poor and
to find effective ways to use WBMD resources to
support ministries helping people in need. The
resolution carried unanimously; the WBMD staff and
Dean Rigg are on board. Thus, we (Dean, staff, and
Assembly members) encourage all WBMD
congregations to reconsider their support of our
Lutheran Pantries. Donations to this ministry have
been waning as the need in the areas being served has
grown. Can you find a time before the end of 2018 to
do a special food & funds collection to help feed our
hungry neighbors? We are in this ministry together!
God’s work. Our hands.
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The Johnson-Agiri family from Nigeria has welcomed a
new daughter into their family. To celebrate this blessing,
the WBMD is hosting a baby shower on Saturday, June 23rd
from 1:00-3:00. The event will be held at Advent Lutheran
Church, West Lawn; all congregations are invited.
Stop in to meet the family and enjoy some light
refreshments. If you’d like to bring a gift, we are
encouraging gift cards or cash so they can purchase what
they need as they need it.
They are so grateful for your caring support!
In order to prepare appropriately, kindly RSVP to the
WBMD with the number of folks who plan to attend. Thanks!
Call: 610-375-8303 or
Email: Dawn@westberksmissiondistrict.org
Johnson-Agiri family update –
Tola’s work authorization has still not been approved. They
are refiling and were told he would be eligible on June 19,
2018. He has completed the Workforce Development
Program through the Literacy Council and has been tutored in
his English pronunciation. He completed a Penn State Berks
training course on 3-D Printing and an online course through
Six Sigma. He is anxious to find employment.
The children, now 5, 7 and 9, are all finishing up school.
They have done very well and their teachers have been
pleased with their progress in both their studies and
socializations skills. Could you invite them to your VBS this
summer and provide transportation?
Your continued financial support and offers of gently used
clothing are still greatly appreciated. Call WBMD for more
information and sizes.

WBMD Calendar of Events
June 8-9
June 25-29
July 30-Aug 3
August 13-17
August 28
Sept. 6
October 4
October 7
October 23

NEP Synod Assembly in Wilkes-Barre
WBMD/ Bear Creek Day Camp
WBMD Music Camp
Camp Noah in Reading
WBMD Council meeting
CROP Walk fundraiser at Isaac’s
Family Promise Taste of Hope
Annual CROP Hunger Walk
WBMD Council meeting

More information and registration materials will be
posted on our web-site as they become available.

