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The Shepherd’s Call

Together, We are Church!!
The way God designed our bodies is a model for
understanding our lives together as a church: every part dependent on
every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we don’t, the parts
we see and the parts we don’t. If one part hurts, every other part is
involved in the hurt, and in the healing. If one part flourishes, every
other part enters into the exuberance.
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You are Christ’s body—that’s who you are! You must never forget this.
Matthew 12:25-27 (The Message)

We, the people of Good Shepherd ELC, are God’s church in this place called to be part
of God’s mission to bless and love the world. We will gather on
Sunday, February 10 from 2:00 to 4:30 pm
to join in conversation to determine our goals and priorities for the coming year. Your
voice, your ideas, your expertise and your experience are just some of the ways that God
has gifted you to be part of this body of Christ. These are valuable spiritual gifts given to
you to inspire, enlighten and inform this body of Christ about the work God has called us
to do. As Jesus told his disciples every part is essential and every part is dependent on
every other part.
You are an essential part of this body, plan to be there on Sunday, February 10th. For
continued fellowship after the workshop, a room at Margherita’s has been reserved so
that we can eat dinner together. We will order off the menu (Dutch treat).
Your fellow “body part”,
Pastor Denise
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2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES
The offering tellers request that you please do not use 2018 offering envelopes after Jan.
1st. The numbers have changed and it is very confusing and time-consuming to look up old
numbers and convert them to the new ones. If you have unused envelopes, please discard
them and start with the 2019 set. Thank you.

February “JINGLE” OFFERING
“Jingle” Offering of January collected $ 101.21 which will go to the World Hunger
missions of ELCA. February 17th is the next scheduled “Jingle” offering with
the funds to go to Muhlenberg Churches Food Pantry. Thanks to everyone for
supporting “Jingle” offerings and the ministries they benefit.

Bible
February

Study Group – The group study’s next meeting are
11th and February 25th at 6:30 PM.

Inclement Weather Notice - Winter season closures.
Any closures of the church for worship/meetings/children’s functions will be announced on
WFMZ – TV channel 69
and the web page www.wfmz.com/worshipclose. The staff and council of the church wish for
you to remain safe from driving and/or walking in ice and snow, so please check the
information before going out in the storms.

Next month’s calendar items and news-worthy articles should be sent to
Rebecca Heffner at rebeccaheffner2@gmail.com so that she has all the activities
and information for the upcoming events. Thank you so much for agreeing to
take over the Newsletter responsibilities.

CALENDAR NOTE: The calendar pages in the blue notebook on the office door are to be
used to add meetings, activities and request use of the church building. If you do not wish to
write on the pages, please put your information inside the notebook so that our Admin. Asst.
can make those additions or changes.
Calendar items for January and next year, please enter into the book on the office door.
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Stewardship of time
O God, teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.-Psalm 90:12
What does it mean to count our days? Certainly, the poet who wrote Psalm 90:12 was thinking of
more than arithmetic, which may not necessarily gain us a wise heart. Wisdom comes from
perspective, from painful introspection and prayerful deliberation.
We count in order to know not only how many days we have lived, but to ponder how many days we
might have left. Counting, we remember that we are finite creatures whose lives march forward in
steady 24-hour steps, carrying us from birth to death. Knowing, then, that our days are numbered,
we appreciate each one more fully.
We count our days to gain the wisdom that every day is sacred; every day presents opportunities to
live more fully in relationship with God and our neighbors; every day is for love and joy and peace
and fulfillment. Yet it’s all to easy to let the days slip away.
This month consider a focus on stewardship of your time – how you spend every day God gives you.
Here is a “to do” list for making the most of every day:

Pray: Begin each day communicating with the creator of the universe, meditating on
Scripture or a wise Christian author. Even 10 minutes. End by praying Psalm 118:24: “This is the day
that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Care: Convey through word or deed how much you care about someone in your life. Call up
an old friend or relative. Invite a co-worker to lunch.

Help: Look for some way to assist someone. Volunteer. Hold a door open for someone
entering a store behind you. Stop for a pedestrian who wants to cross the street.

Enrich: Find something that will deepen your knowledge, understanding or appreciation of
the world. Read a poem or book. Listen to a sermon podcast or educational news program.

Stop. That’s right, do nothing. For at least 10 minutes (use your smart phone timer) sit
quietly, breathe deeply and try to clear the busy thoughts form your mind. Open your spirit to God’s
presence.

Be healthy: Do something to increase your physical health, such as eating a nutritious meal
or taking a walk.

Pray: End every day thanking the creator of the universe for another wonderful day. A day
you have counted and that you have made count.
Focus on stewardship of time and see how your own life will change. Make it a permanent part of
your discipleship.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant
to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor
for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
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Commitment Sunday is Coming March 3, 2019
The Stewardship Committee has set March 3, 2019 as Commitment Sunday when
we will collect your 2019 Pledges. We ask you to start praying about your response
right now, and consider what the Lord is putting in your heart and mind to do. If you
have given any attention to Good Shepherd Ev. Lutheran Church financials, there are
three very important issues: 1) that giving in 2018 was less than in 2017, 2) that are
current budget has a sizable deficit, and 3) mortgage contributions have been short
requiring us to use the Mission 1 account to supplement. Mission 1 account is
projected to expire about June 2019. In February we will be having temple talks
during the announcement time as part of Sunday Worship. We thank all for their
contributions, including our Kid’s Korner and Preschool ministries that have helped us
financially as well.
WELCA Fundraiser March 9th
WELCA will be taking orders in the gathering area after the service on
Feb 3, 10 and 17 for Zook’s meat pies and apple dumplings. The 6”
pies are $5. Large 9” pies are $10. They are available in chicken, beef
and vegetable. Apple dumplings are $3 for a single pack and $6 for a
double. Order blanks will be handed out when you go into service Feb
3, 10 and 17. Pick up will be in the fellowship hall from 11-1 on Sat, March 9.
Also on March 9th WELCA will hold a baked goods and plant sale from 7:30 am to 1
pm. This will coincide with the community breakfast. Sign-up sheets for baked goods will be
passed around church on Feb 10 and 17. We will accept donations of plants in good
condition. You may drop off your baked goods and plants on Fri, March 8 from 9 to noon at
the front office. Barb Greth will be available at the double door fellowship hall entrance from
5-6pm.
Any questions ask Barbara Huegler or Barb Greth

Sunday, February 10 from 2:00 to 4:30 pm – Goal Setting Workshop
ALL ARE WELCOME
Come join in the conversation to help us determine our goals for 2019.
A room at Margherita’s has been reserved for our meeting.
And afterward – for continued fellowship - plan to stay for dinner at the restaurant
although it’s “Dutch Treat” for our meals.

RING A BELL?
Have you ever considered playing a hand bell? We are welcoming
anyone who is interested to try it out! After the service and meeting there
will be a table of chimes and hand bells where you can pick one up, make
some noise, give it a ring.
Hand bell choir will start rehearsing on Sunday mornings following
the worship service. Do you have a half hour that you can be with the group?
Put a note on the calendar for Sunday February 17th after worship. If you
can’t read music, you can still play a bell in the choir.
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Call 610-926-4201
Good Shepherd
Preschool is
Church website is
registering students for
www.goodshepherdelc.org
the
or email at
2018/2019 school year
gselc4201@gmail.com
Preschool has a few openings for children to register for the
2018/2019 school year. Tuesdays and Thursdays we have 2½ hour classes
for children that were 3 by August 31st. On Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, we have 2½ hour classes for children that were 4 by August 31 st.
If you know anyone who is interested in attending Preschool, please
have them contact Rebecca Watson at slw0219@comcast.net or call the
church at 610-926-4201.
You can get more information about preschool at the church website www.goodshepherdelc.org/good-shepherd-preschool
or at our Facebook page – www.facebook.com/gspreschool

Kid’s Korner- Before and After School Program
This program is ongoing for the school year. We offer a fun, safe
and loving environment in which children can be creative of play
while their parents are working. If you or anyone you know would be
interested please contact Rebecca Watson for availability.
- At 610-926-4201, ext. 207 (church)
- Or email at slw0219@comcast.net
- The church website www.goodshepherdelc.org
- And our Facebook page, Good Shepherd Kid’s Korner

SPECIAL REQUEST
If your committee has any announcements for the congregation, please
make sure this information is sent to me via email at
rebeccaheffner2@gmail.com no later than the 3rd Sunday of each
month. Most of the information in this newsletter has been gotten
from the Sunday bulletin except for the few people who actually send me their articles. In
order to keep the entire congregation abreast of all the events at church, the newsletter is the
perfect vehicle for this. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
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February is going to prove to be a busy month again! Believe it or not we are very busy
every Thursday night from 7 - 9 in the fellowship hall kitchen working on mixing and
forming peanut butter and coconut crème for our Chocolate covered Easter candy sale. If
you ever have a free Thursday night please feel free to just come on out and join us. No
experience is necessary. We just laugh and have a good time working together.
February is going to have a couple of different activities than we have ever done before.
We are really excited to be changing things up a bit. Please check out our schedule of events
and give us a try I am sure you will have a great time once you come out and join us!
We had a great painting party here in January and are most likely looking to schedule
another date with Lisa of LaRe Creations Painting Parties! Keep watching our schedule for
the next party.
Once again we will be sponsoring “Souper Bowl” of caring on January 27th and February
3rd all the proceeds from this event will go to The Muhlenberg Food Pantry. We ask that you
donate a can of soup and or a monetary donation. We will have soup pots set up in the
gathering area for you to place your cans and or monetary donation towards this great cause
that helps so many. You will be able to place your can or monetary donation in your favored
team of the Super Bowl.
Our big event this month is to be having a night of Elvis music on February 9th from 7:00 –
9:00 P.M. in the fellowship hall. The music will be performed by Tribute Artist Jeffrey
Krick, Jr. The proceeds from this event are going to be donated to Penn State Berks Campus
THON program to help fight the battle against pediatric cancer. Tickets are $10.00 prior to
the show and $12.00 at the door. So far we haven’t sold very many tickets so we are really
looking for support for this event.
On February 14th we will be traveling in town to enjoy a night of Christian music at
Winter Jam. Unfortunately Joe was unable to reserve the Cartech box so we will be sitting in
general admission as this is all that is available. Please be sure to join us for a great night!
Our next Youth Ministry committee meeting is on Thursday February 7th at 7:30 P.M.
Any youth in 5th grade through college is welcome to join us! We will need help planning
some new & great events for 2019!
If you ever have a question with a youth event please don’t hesitate to contact me on my
cell phone at 610-207-0699. If I am not able to take your call at that moment please leave me
a message and I will get back to you. Remember Youth Ministry is open to youth from 5th
grade and up including our college kids! God doesn’t have an age limit to enjoy his love and
neither do we! We always love to have more of our church family join us for our events!
Kathlynn
AKA Mama Knarr
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I am sorry to keep this in the newsletter but there are so many of you
that are not signed up to this system yet! This is the best way to
receive all our updated events and cancellations! Get connected now
before you miss out on the next activity! Need to know when the next LYO event is or if
you have CAT Class? Try our Text Alert System. It’s easy and free to sign-up! We’ll
send out texts to remind you of events. To sign-up, please send a text to 81010 and
message: @gselcyouth! Sign-up today and get connected. This is the best way to hear
about schedule changes especially once winter weather comes around!

February 2019
Thursday February 7th at 7:30 P.M.Youth Ministry Committee
Meeting in the conference room: All youth 5th grade and above are
invited to join us. We will be planning events for the upcoming New Year!
We are always looking for fresh ideas! Please come and get involved with
your youth ministry program! This ministry is nothing without YOU!

Saturday Evening February 9th from 7:00 P.M. –
9:00 P.M. join us for an evening with Award
Winning Elvis Tribute Artist Jeffrey Crick, Jr.!
Jeff is being gracious and splitting the proceeds
from this benefit concert with our youth ministry! The youth
ministry in turn is donating all the proceeds they receive from
this event to help in the fight against childhood cancer. We
will be donating our money to Penn State Berks Campus THON! Tickets are
$10.00 in advance and $12.00 at the door. Please help to support this great
cause!
Sunday February 10th after worship: We will begin to take
orders for our Easter Candy Sale beginning today after our
worship service in the gathering area. Prices are $8.50 for a
pound and $5.50 for a half pound. We will be making milk and
dark chocolate covered peanut butter and coconut crème eggs.
Thursday February, 21st and 28th Easter Candy Work Nights:
Everyone is always welcome to join us. We work hard but we also
laugh a lot to help pass the time! If you receive a new hand mixer
for Christmas and don’t want your old one we would be glad to
take it off your hands. Please understand that our mixing could burn out the
motor of your hand mixer that’s is why we are asking for them only if you do not
intend on receiving your mixer back.
Thursday February 14th at 6:00 P.M. Winter Jam 2019 at
Santander Arena in Reading: We have placed a sign-up sheet
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on the youth bulletin board and would love to have you join us for a great night
of contemporary Christian music. The cost is $15.00 per person plus your own
spending money. This is going to be a great night with The Newsboys leading
things off!
Friday night 2/22/19 –Saturday 2/23/19 PJ, sleep
over/Movie night here in the Youth Lounge beginng at 7:30
P.M.: We are planning a fun PJ’s movie and sleep over night
here in the youth lounge. We will arrive at 7:30 P.M. and then sleep over until
9:30 A.M. If you want to watch the movies but don’t want to stay over that is
ok too. We will be watching the movie “I Believe” first. Please be sure to sign up
at the youth bulletin board!
Sunday afternoon 2/24/19 at 2:00 P.M.: We will be
sponsoring a Scavenger Hunt at the Berkshire Mall. We will be
inviting other churches to join us in this fun event. You will
need a phone with a camera some paper and a pen. Please sign
up at the youth bulletin board if you will be participating in this
event.

March 2019
Tuesday 3/5/19 at 7:30 P.M. Youth Ministry Committee
Meeting in the conference room: All youth 5th grade and above are
invited to join us. We will be planning events more events for this year.
We are always looking for fresh ideas! Please come and get involved with
your youth ministry program! This ministry is nothing without YOU!

Sunday 3/10/19 at 12:00 P.M. Laser Tag at Laser Quest:
Once again we will be competing again Alsace Youth group in 4
rounds of Laser Tag. We need all the help we can get. Once we
have the cost information I will pass that on to you. We will meet
at the church and travel to Berkshire Mall for lunch. We will then travel to
Laser Quest for a fun day of completion and to hopefully win back the trophy!
We will have a sign up closer to the date. You are responsible for your own
spending money for lunch and paying for your 4 rounds of laser tag.
Friday 3/22/19 Glow Bowling at Hiester’s Lanes 9:45 p.m. –
1:00 a.m.: We will meet at the church at 9:45 p.m. and then
travel to Hiester’s Lanes for a fun time of glow bowling from 10
p.m. – 1:00 a.m. The cost is $14.00 per person which includes your
shoe rental. You are also responsible for your own spending money
for snacks or drinks. Please sign up closer to the time at the youth bulletin
board.
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PRAISE BAND
Saturday February 16th at 6:00 P.M. will be our next
contemporary service worship service. This service is always
so inspirational! Please plan on attending and bring a friend!
The band rehearses in Wednesday evenings in the band room
from 7 – 9 p.m. Please see Kathlynn or call Michael Knarr at
610-207-0690 for any questions.

College Ministry
I am still looking for a lot of address of our college students!
Please email me at kknarr.gfs@gmail.com with your child’s
college mailing address. If you think I already have it please
send it to me again just to be sure I have the correct address just
in case anything may have changed. I don’t want anyone to miss
out on getting mail from us and letting them know we are
thinking of them. In your email please include their mailing address, year of college they are
in, what they are studying, and their birthday. Any other interests they have that you would
like to share would also be appreciated! This program is for commuters as well as living on
campus students and also any military service personnel.
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Fellowship Events
Please plan to join us Saturday February 9th from 7:00 – 11:00 A.M.
for our monthly all you can eat breakfast! Enjoy scrambled eggs,
southwest scrambled eggs, hash browns, French toast, sausage, bacon,
and toast, cookies, coffee and orange juice! Wow! All this food and
service with a smile for only $6.00! Children age 4 – 10 are only $5.00
and 3 years and under are free! Everyone is welcome so please bring a
friend! Stop in for a warm breakfast before heading out to continue your Christmas shopping!
Unfortunately due to lack of interest and everyone’s busty schedules we are
going to take a break from volleyball until after Easter. We will try to
resume with this fun every other Wednesday evening activity on Wednesday
April 24th from 7 – 9 p.m.!

Important information!!!! Please sign up and be connected to Good Shepherd
Evangelical Lutheran Church! Sign up and join from your cell phone! It’s easy and free
as long as you have unlimited texting on your cell phone plan! Never miss another church
service, meeting or event because you weren’t sure of the date and time! You will get
reminders from GSELC! Join today! Any questions see Kathlynn Knarr or Lynn
Shollenberger!
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Sign up for important updates from
GSELC!
Get information for GSELC right on your phone—not on handouts or the bulletin!
Pick a way to receive messages for GSELC:

If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications.
Text the message @7b62f8a to the number 81010.
If you’re having trouble with 81010, try texting @7b62f8a to (484) 577-2992.
* Standard text message rates apply.
Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/7b62f8a on a desktop computer to sign up for email

Service disruption for Verizon Wireless users
in the United States
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In effect on January 28, 2019.

Due to a new fee imposed by Verizon, Remind can no longer offer text messaging for
devices on the Verizon Wireless network. As a result, anyone who has Verizon
Wireless as their phone carrier will no longer be able to receive or send text
messages through Remind.

How to keep using Remind
If you have Verizon Wireless as your phone carrier and currently receive Remind
messages by text, download the app or turn on email notifications for your
account. Or, if your class includes participants who may be affected by the service
disruption, ask them to do the same by sharing the following instructions.
Both of these options are free of charge.

On your phone: Turn on smartphone notifications
(RECOMMENDED)
Download the free Remind app on the iOS App Store, on Google Play, or
at rmd.me/a. If you don’t already have a Remind account, create one using the phone
number where you receive Remind texts. Make sure to enable push notifications from
Remind on your phone.

On your computer: Turn on email notifications
Go to Remind.com on any computer. As above, if you don’t already have a Remind
account, create one using the phone number where you receive Remind texts. Turn
on email notifications for your account so you don’t miss any messages.

Want to keep getting Remind
messages by text?
We believe that everyone in a Remind class deserves to have access to effective
communication, no matter their phone carrier or their resources. Our team is working
hard on a solution to make text messaging available again to everyone affected by
the Verizon decision, and we’ll notify you with an update as soon as it’s available.
In the meantime, please take a few minutes to ask Verizon to reverse the fee
impacting text messaging on Remind. You can contact Verizon customer service
here: www.remind.com/verizon-fee
Your support is very much appreciated, and we hope to have an update for you very
soon.

Good Shepherd Youth Ministry

Chocolate Easter Egg Candy Sale
Place your orders for HOMEMADE
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Peanut Butter or Coconut Cream Eggs dipped
in milk or dark chocolate!
All proceeds benefit the Youth Ministry Program of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
4 Types of Eggs Available:
Milk Chocolate Peanut Butter Cream; Dark Chocolate Peanut Butter Cream
Milk Chocolate Coconut Cream; Dark Chocolate Coconut Cream

$5.50 per ½ pound or $8.50 per pound
Orders can be made in the Gathering Area after church or by contacting
Kathlynn at 610-926-4201 ext. 205 or kknarr.gfs@gmail.com
Choose Your Pick-Up Day:
Saturday April 13th from 7:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. OR
Sunday April 14th, After our church service!

Operation Easter
Hugs
Spreading the Love of Jesus with
our Community!
Bring in a NEW stuffed animal from Ash
Wednesday March 6th Sit, hug and fill the
stuffed animals with love throughout the
Lenten Season. On Palm Sunday April
14th, the animals will be collected and given to some of
our shut-ins as well as Nursing Homes in our
community!
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