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As we count down the last
few days of Christmas and
prepare for the new year.
Let us gear up and keep
focused on the work that
keeps the light of Christ
shining throughout the
year.
Pastor Denise

Stewardship of
time
O God, teach us to count our
days that we may gain a wise
heart.-Psalm 90:12
What does it mean to count our
days? Certainly, the poet who
wrote Psalm 90:12 was thinking of more than arithmetic, which may not
necessarily gain us a wise heart. Wisdom comes from perspective, from painful
introspection and prayerful deliberation.
We count in order to know not only how many days we have lived, but to ponder
how many days we might have left. Counting, we remember that we are finite
creatures whose lives march forward in steady 24-hour steps, carrying us from
birth to death. Knowing, then, that our days are numbered, we appreciate each
one more fully.
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We count our days to gain the wisdom that every day is sacred; every day presents
opportunities to live more fully in relationship with God and our neighbors; every day is for
love and joy and peace and fulfillment. Yet it’s all to easy to let the days slip away.
This month consider a focus on stewardship of your time – how you spend every day God
gives you. Here is a “to do” list for making the most of every day:
· Pray: Begin each day communicating with the creator of the universe, meditating on
Scripture or a wise Christian author. Even 10 minutes. End by praying Psalm 118:24: “This is
the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
· Care: Convey through word or deed how much you care about someone in your life. Call
up an old friend or relative. Invite a co-worker to lunch.
· Help: Look for some way to assist someone. Volunteer. Hold a door open for someone
entering a store behind you. Stop for a pedestrian who wants to cross the street.
· Enrich: Find something that will deepen your knowledge, understanding or appreciation
of the world. Read a poem or book. Listen to asermon podcast or educational news program.
· Stop: That’s right, do nothing. For at least 10 minutes (use your smart phone timer) sit
quietly, breathe deeply and try to clear the busy thoughts form your mind. Open your spirit to
God’s presence.
· Be healthy: Do something to increase your physical health, such as eating a nutritious
meal or taking a walk.
· Pray: End every day thanking the creator of the universe for another wonderful day. A
day you have counted and that you have made count.
Focus on stewardship of time and see how your own life will change. Make it a permanent
part of your discipleship.
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as
an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor
for www.stewardshipoflife.org.

2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES
The offering tellers request that you please do not use 2018 offering envelopes after Jan.
1st. The numbers have changed and it is very confusing and time-consuming to look up old
numbers and convert them to the new ones. If you have unused envelopes, please discard
them and start with the 2019 set. Thank you.

Margherita's Fundraiser
The fundraiser will end on December 31st. That is the last day to use your "coupons" to earn
the church 15% of your dining or take out check. Please collect any yellow slips you may
have at home and place them in the envelope marked Margherita's by January 14th. We are
doing ok so far. Let's make December beat October and November both in total funds earned
for our church. Thank you to all those who participated and in doing so enjoyed eating some
of Mario's delicious food.

WITNESS COMMITTEE
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Here are some pictures from our Shut-In Ministry.

JANUARY “JINGLE” OFFERING
“Jingle” Offering of December collected $115.58 which was given to Benevolence.

Thanks to everyone for supporting this ministry. January’s “Jingle” offering will
go toward World Hunger.
Bible Study Group – The group study will resume January 14th at 7
PM.

Inclement Weather Notice - Winter season closures.
Any closures of the church for worship/meetings/children’s functions will be announced on
WFMZ – TV channel 69
and the web page www.wfmz.com/worshipclose. The staff and council of the church wish for
you to remain safe from driving and/or walking in ice and snow, so please check the
information before going out in the storms.

CALENDAR NOTE: The calendar pages in the blue notebook on the office door are to be
used to add meetings, activities and request use of the church building. If you do not wish to
write on the pages, please put your information inside the notebook so that our Admin. Asst.
can make those additions or changes.
Calendar items for January and next year, please enter into the book on the office door.
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Come Join Us ---Work on Property
There are lots of things that need to be done in
the church for the
winter cold and
maintaining of the
interior of the
building.

Work days are every 3rd Saturday of the month, from
8 AM to Noon. Everyone can join. The group
endeavors to maintain the beautiful grounds and
building.
January 19th is the next work day. They would like
some extra hands to help. You don’t have to be a
“handy” person or have work experience in the
trades. Some of what they do is dusting and
polishing furniture and brass work, keeping the
sanctuary sparkling; making sure the rooms are neat,
and touch up areas of wear and tear as needed.
They feel obligated to keep God’s house maintained
as if it was their own home. Come out and join the
crew. It’s not just a guy thing – ladies are welcome.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Call 610-926-4201
Good Shepherd
Preschool is
Church website is
registering students for
www.goodshepherdelc.org
the
or email at
2018/2019 school year
gselc4201@gmail.com
Preschool has a few openings for children to register for the
2018/2019 school year. Tuesdays and Thursdays we have 2½ hour classes
for children that were 3 by August 31st. On Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, we have 2½ hour classes for children that were 4 by August 31 st.
If you know anyone who is interested in attending Preschool, please
have them contact Rebecca Watson at slw0219@comcast.net or call the
church at 610-926-4201.
You can get more information about preschool at the church website www.goodshepherdelc.org/good-shepherd-preschool
or at our Facebook page – www.facebook.com/gspreschool

Kid’s Korner- Before and After School Program
This program is ongoing for the school year. We offer a fun, safe
and loving environment in which children can be creative of play
while their parents are working. If you or anyone you know would be
interested please contact Rebecca Watson for availability.
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At 610-926-4201, ext. 207 (church)
Or email at slw0219@comcast.net
The church website www.goodshepherdelc.org
And our Facebook page, Good Shepherd Kid’s Korner

SPECIAL REQUEST
If your committee has any announcements for the congregation, please
make sure this information is sent to me via email at
jlforrer1975@gmail.com no later than the 3rd Sunday of each month.
Most of the information in this newsletter has been gotten from the
Sunday bulletin except for the few people who actually send me their articles. In order to
keep the entire congregation abreast of all the events at church, the newsletter is the perfect
vehicle for this. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

URGENT REQUESTS
USHER COORDINATOR – Garry Forrer has been handling this
position for about 20 years and due to the fact that he will be moving out
of the area, we need someone to take over. This involves making up the
teams and then scheduling them. Please talk to Garry any other information about this very
important volunteer position. You may email him at forrerauto@yahoo.com or see him on a
Sunday morning.
NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR – Janice Forrer has handled this for
several years but she will be moving out of the area along with her husband.
The coordinator does not write the articles, although he or she can. It is more
important to gather the information from all the committees, groups, etc. and put
them together in newsletter form. Please speak to Janice ASAP to inquire about
any other information. You may email her at jlforrer1975@gmail.com or speak to her on a
Sunday morning.

Fellowship Events
Our next volleyball fun nights in January will be the 9th and 23rd from
7 – 9 P.M. We will meet in the fellowship hall first to eat then walk
over to the multi ministry hall for a night of volleyball competition.
All are welcome to join us every other Wednesday night for our volleyball
fun night in the multi ministry hall from 7:00 – 9:00! As always food and
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drinks will be served. We generally have sandwiches and snacks to eat; along with water,
lemonade, orange drink and ice tea to drink. We are going to try this for one more month and
if we still aren’t receiving enough interest we will hold off until after Easter. So if you enjoy
to laugh this is the place to be!
Please plan to join us Saturday January 12th from 7:00 – 11:00 A.M.
for our monthly all you can eat breakfast! Enjoy scrambled eggs,
southwest scrambled eggs, hash browns, French toast, sausage, bacon,
and
toast, cookies, coffee and orange juice! Wow! All this food and service
with a smile for only $6.00! Children age 4 – 10 are only $5.00 and 3
years and under are free! Everyone is welcome so please bring a friend! Stop in for a warm
breakfast before heading out to continue your Christmas shopping!

From the entire Fellowship Committee we wish you a
Very Happy 2019 New Year!

Happy New Year from all of the Youth Ministry Committee! I can’t believe it is 2019
already where did 2018 go?
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To say December just flew by would be an understatement. The kids were very busy again
this month. We completed all our tie blankets for the veteran and delivered them to Mark
Rozzi’s office. They will in turn be distributed to homeless and less fortunate veterans in our
area. In addition to the blankets we included a star from a retired American Flag reminding
them that they are not forgotten. Thank you to my Aunt Sharon Brungess for this added little
bonus for our veterans.
In addition to the blankets we were able to fill our box with Christmas cards for veterans
in hospitals that may not even receive as much as a card during the Christmas Season. I am
so proud of the kids for helping with this project.
We also adopted two children a less fortunate boy and girl from Mark Rozzi’s office for
families in need within our own community. We had fun making sure these children are not
forgotten during this magical time of year. Thank you to everyone who took part in this and
helped to put joy in a child this Christmas.
We had our first ever Secret Santa exchange this year! We had 20 participate in this 1st
time event and all were very excited! We enjoyed it so much that we have decided to do it
again.
We were finally able to watch “God’s Not Dead 3 Alight in the Darkness”. It was such a
great movie. We hope our adopted youth ladies keep coming back to watch the movies with
us. We really enjoy having them join us.
Once again we will be traveling to The American Music Theatre on Friday 12/28/18 in
Lancaster for their annual Christmas show. This year’s theme is “The First Noel”. We
purchased 33 tickets this year and sold each one!
Our next Youth Ministry committee meeting is on Tuesday Wednesday January 2nd at 7:30
P.M. Any youth in 5th grade through college is welcome to join us! We will need help
planning some new & great events for the beginning of 2019!
If you ever have a question with a youth event please don’t hesitate to contact me on my
cell phone at 610-207-0699. If I am not able to take your call at that moment please leave me
a message and I will get back to you. If you are on Facebook be sure to like and to follow us
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Youth Group! Remember Youth Ministry is open to
youth from 5th grade and up including our college kids! God doesn’t have an age limit to
enjoy his love and neither do we! We always love to have more of our church family join us
for our events!
I would like to personally wish all my youth and college kids A very Happy 2019 New
Year!
Kathlynn
AKA Mama Knarr

I am sorry to keep this in the newsletter but there are so many of you
that are not signed up to this system yet! This is the best way to
receive all our updated events and cancellations! Get connected now
before you miss out on the next activity! Need to know when the next LYO event is or if
you have CAT Class? Try our Text Alert System. It’s easy and free to sign-up! We’ll
send out texts to remind you of events. To sign-up, please send a text to 81010 and
message: @gselcyouth! Sign-up today and get connected. This is the best way to hear
about schedule changes especially once winter weather comes around!
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January 2019
Wednesday January 2nd at 7:30 P.M. Youth Ministry Committee
Meeting in the conference room: All youth 5th grade and above are
invited to join us. We will be planning events for the upcoming New Year!
We are always looking for fresh ideas! Please come and get involved with
your youth ministry program! This ministry is nothing without YOU!

Thursday January 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st from 7-9 p.m.:
Yep believe it or not we are going to begin mixing and forming our
Easter Candy. So if you receive a new hand mixer for Christmas
and don’t want your old one we would be glad to take it off your
hands. Please understand that our mixing could burn out the motor of your hand
mixer that’s is why we are asking for them only if you do not intend on receiving
your mixer back.
Sunday January 13th from 4 – 6 p.m. La Rae Painting Party:
We will be painting this adorable penguin. Lisa is a fantastic
instructor and will be showing us how to paint on canvas. The
cost is $12.00 per person. Everyone 10 years and up is invited to
join us. Please bring a refreshment to share with the group.
You must sign up ahead of time so we are sure to have enough
supplies for everyone. Please sign up at the youth bulletin board.
Friday Night January 28th from 7 – 9 P.M.: Please join us for
family game night in the fellowship hall. We will be putting up a
sign up sheet closer to the date! All are welcome to join us for
this fun filled night of competition. Please bring your favorite
snack refreshment to share with all!
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February 2019
Wednesday February 5th at 7:30 P.M.Youth Ministry Committee
Meeting in the conference room: All youth 5th grade and above are
invited to join us. We will be planning events for the upcoming New Year!
We are always looking for fresh ideas! Please come and get involved with
your youth ministry program! This ministry is nothing without YOU!

Thursday February 7th, 21st and 28 Easter Candy Work
Nights: Everyone is always welcome to join us. We work hard but
we also laugh a lot to help pass the time! If you receive a new
hand mixer for Christmas and don’t want your old one we would be
glad to take it off your hands. Please understand that our mixing could burn out
the motor of your hand mixer that’s is why we are asking for them only if you do
not intend on receiving your mixer back.
Saturday Evening February 9th from 7:00 P.M. –
9:00 P.M. join us for an evening with Award
Winning Elvis Tribute Artist Jeffrey Crick, Jr.!
Jeff is being gracious and splitting the proceeds
from this benefit concert with our youth ministry! The youth
ministry in turn is donating all the proceeds they receive from
this event to help in the fight against childhood cancer. We
will be donating our money to Penn State Berks THON! Tickets will go on sale
during the Pumpkin Festival on November 4th over at the Children’s Carnival
Area. Tickets are $10.00 in advance and $12.00 at the door. Please help to
support this great cause!
Thursday February 14th at 6:00 P.M. Winter Jam 2019 at
Santander Arena in Reading: We are trying our best to get
the Cartech box for this event. We have placed a sign-up sheet
on the youth bulletin board and would love to have you join us
for a great night of contemporary Christian music. This is going
to be a great night with The Newsboys leading things off!
Friday night 2/22/19 PJ, sleep over/Movie night here in the
Youth Lounge beginng at 7:30 P.M.: We are planning a fun
PJ’s movie and sleep over night here in the youth lounge. We
will arrive at 7:30 P.M. and then sleep over until 9:30 A.M. Please be sure to sign
up at the youth bulletin board!
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PRAISE BAND
Saturday January 19th at 6:00 P.M. will be our next
contemporary service worship service. This service is always
so inspirational! Please plan on attending and bring a friend!
The band will be resuming practices the first week in
January.
The band rehearses in the evenings in the band room from 7
– 9 p.m. Please see Kathlynn or call Michael Knarr at 610-207-0690 for any
questions.

College Ministry
I am still looking for a lot of address of our college students!
Please email me at kknarr.gfs@gmail.com with your child’s
college mailing address. If you think I already have it please
send it to me again just to be sure I have the correct address just
in case anything may have changed. I don’t want anyone to miss
out on getting mail from us and letting them know we are
thinking of them. In your email please include their mailing address, year of college they are
in, what they are studying, and their birthday. Any other interests they have that you would
like to share would also be appreciated! This program is for commuters as well as living on
campus students and also any military service personnel.

10

A Night With
Jeffrey Krick,
Jr.
All proceeds benefit
Children with Pediatric
Cancer
AT
Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran
Church
4201 Stoudt’s Ferry Bridge Road Muhlenberg 19605
610-926-4201 Ext. 205 Kathlynn Knarr

th

Saturday February 9 2019
7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
$10.00 per person $12.00 at the door
Sponsored by the LYO of Good Shepherd
Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Important information!!!! Please sign up and be connected to Good Shepherd
Evangelical Lutheran Church! Sign up and join from your cell phone! It’s easy and free
as long as you have unlimited texting on your cell phone plan! Never miss another church
service, meeting or event because you weren’t sure of the date and time! You will get
reminders from GSELC! Join today! Any questions see Kathlynn Knarr or Lynn
Shollenberger!

Sign up for important
updates from GSELC!
Get information for GSELC right on your phone—not on handouts or the bulletin!
Pick a way to receive messages for GSELC:

If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications.
Text the message @7b62f8a to the number 81010.
If you’re having trouble with 81010, try texting @7b62f8a to (484) 577-2992.
* Standard text message rates apply.
Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/7b62f8a on a desktop computer to sign up for email
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